FRIENDS OF
MYALL PARK
BOTANIC GARDEN

NEWSLETTER
Vol 23 No 3 Summer 2014
We are pleased to receive your contributions to our newsletter.

Enjoying SPRING DAY, toddler Grace Grams loved some of the children’s play equipment donated by Glenmorgan State School

DATES for your DIARY:
23 Nov 2014- Annual General Meeting of Members of MPBG Ltd 9am Art Gallery
6 Dec 2014– Stall at the Mapleton Book Sale Mapleton Obi Obi Road – 8am to 1pm
29/30 Aug 2015-Opening of new bird hide and upgrade to Honeyeater Walk
Thanks to the St. George office of Howard Hobbs, MLA for Warrego, for his ongoing support for our newsletter.
Contacts for Myall Park Botanic Garden
Office: Phone 07 4665 6705 Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Post: PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423
Website: www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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Nita’s corner
What can I say? The Garden is a busy place.
Spring Day was a success; the new plantings are
growing; the trail bridge is repaired; there have
been numerous visitations and solid retail sales;
holding the retail stall off site has been successful;
we’ve had workshops; a cottage kitchen up-grade
is advancing; eradication of weeds has continued;
bird nesting boxes were constructed – the list of
activities is varied and endless.
If you’re looking for an organisation to assist, Myall
Park Botanic Garden Ltd is one you must consider.
With accommodation, Art Gallery and retail shop,
visitor activities such as walks and trails and the
best collection of arid and semi arid fauna and
flora, how can you not consider getting involved?
Skills required include gardening, computer
processes, grant writing, retailing, marketing skills,
accommodation design, sign writing – to name but
a few. You only need one of these skills to play a
vital role.
The Directors are in search of new blood for our
committees.

On June 20th, 2014 a chemical handling
workshop was held at Myall Park Botanic
Park Garden, convened by Sandy Robertson (QMDC) and Peter MacQueen.
The topics covered included handling and
storage of pesticides, wash down of
vehicles, equipment and
clothing as well as movement of vehicles
to, from and through infected areas.
The workshop was funded through:
QMDC support provided through the
Disaster Recovery Program: ‘The Onfarm Productivity and Riparian Recovery
Program for flood impacted areas following Ex-Tropical Cyclone Oswald 2013 is
part of the Queensland Government’s
commitment to building more resilient
communities and is funded by the
Queensland and Commonwealth Government’s disaster relief programs’.
and
Everyone’s Environment Grant

Gift Fund donations have enabled the continuation
of the Honeyeater Walk up-grade and this, along
with the new bird hide, will be officially opened in
August 2015 during our Spring Day. Your presence NEW
is very welcome.
Thus, your assistance through being involved with
the working bees, on a committee, attending our
functions or by giving a donation, furthers the
Garden’s aims: promoting biodiversity, security and
preservation of ecosystems – please join us.
As December approaches, may I wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and good wishes for the New
Year with plenty of rain to break the on-going
drought.

nita

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
NEEDED NOW
Committee members are sought to
assist with planning and decision
making in the areas of:
Accommodation
Living collection
Retail
Please contact our Admin Officer,
Janine Pechey, on P: 0746656705 or
myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com for
more details.
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Spring Day
The 2014 Spring Day at Myall Park Botanic Garden was a laid-back day of
catching up with like-minded people and enjoying beautiful spring weather in the
Garden. Thank you to those who were able to come along, for those who couldn’t
here is a quick summary of the day for you.
We planned a smaller day this year with some Directors away travelling and we
were very happy with Betty Salter welcoming 50 or so at the entrance. The plant
stall was a hit with very few plants left over. The plants were supplied in beautiful
condition by Peter Bevan from Pete’s Hobby Nursery at Lowood and Sarah and
David Caldwell from Mole Creek Native Nursery near Tenterfield. Thanks to Joan
Wilkinson for organising it all and for staying behind to help Dave and Lorraine
Cameron plant the leftovers in the Garden. Although there were no official Garden
tours offered, many people took the time to walk or drive around the Garden. The
von Pein family kindly cooked and served lunch for everyone, which was simple
and delicious. Sean Grams provided a structured children’s activity this year by
making nesting boxes. They were a big hit with the children who took them home
to install in their gardens. What a
great way to encourage interest in
backyard fauna!
For those with families the addition of
some play equipment kindly donated
by the Glenmorgan State School was
a welcome distraction for children
who love to climb, slide and balance.
It certainly would have been a much
longer and more difficult day for me
with a toddler in tow without this
wonderful donation.
Thank you to all our volunteers and
helpers as well as our Admin Officer,
Janine Pechey and our Caretakers,
Dave and Lorraine Cameron for all
the hard work you put in to setting up
and preparing the Garden for the day.
It looked amazing and many people
commented on the work done.
I hope to see many of you again next
Spring Day and please cross all
fingers and toes for good summer
rainfall this year!

Nesting boxes made by Sean Grams for the children to
take home to their gardens
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A Voyage of Discovery
A dawning of the realisation that few things are
impossible encouraged me to consider taking on the
management of the Horticulture, Conservation, and
Research Division of Myall Park Botanic Garden at
Glenmorgan.
Many problems may be difficult to resolve but with
each experience comes new insight and an ability to
accept the next challenge whatever that might be.
This of course is not achieved alone. Support is there
for the asking, if not always volunteered.
Myall Park Botanic Garden is and always has been a
place which is uplifting for the senses. It is a treasure
trove of the rare, the unusual, and the unexpected.

The leaking Avochie tank removed ready for new tank to be installed

Revealing the intended (if now overlooked), and restoring and regenerating past glories created by
its founder, Dave Gordon, has been my focus. Of course this is the work of years not months and will
need to be progressed by future Garden managers and the Board of Directors.
The revitalisation is evident and reaffirmed by the ever increasing number of visitors, especially those
who have kept faith with Dave’s ideals and continued regular visits to the Garden over the
intervening years.
Not surprisingly this is not the work of one person. New ideas and projects are finalised by committee
decisions. Vision and planning are all very well but
implementation and regular equipment maintenance
are the key to the Garden’s longevity. This needs the
full support of our people ‘on the ground’ – our
Caretakers.

So much has been achieved in rectifying and repairing
existing infrastructure that we are at last becoming
automated and sustainable. Directors’ input and timely
funding has of course been vital, but implementation
of projects is difficult from a distance.
To have the skills and experience to manage the
irrigation, to cope with equipment failure, and to have
the ability to rectify problems as they inevitably occur,
are special attributes.
David and Lorraine Cameron, our current Caretakers,
have worked as a well-oiled team and achieved some
major improvements over this past year.

The very professional new fence at the Old Mill

They have both made insightful observations on possible future problems and had the confidence
and knowledge to discuss outcomes, both adverse and advantageous, thus averting possible
disasters. We are indebted to them for their contribution.
Over the years, each Caretaker couple has provided
us with a varying range of personalities and
expertise. For all of them it has also been has been “a
voyage of discovery”. Learning new skills and growing
in confidence with their own capabilities has ensured
the continuing vitality of the Garden and consequently
the visitors’ enjoyment of the Garden’s treasures.
They also have the privilege of seeing the Garden and
its variety in all seasons. Very few of the Directors
ever have that experience.
I will be sad to retire from the Board at the Annual
Meeting, as my involvement for the last seven years
has been very rewarding. I am confident that our
Board of Directors for 2015 and particularly our
current Caretakers will ensure that Myall Park Botanic
Garden has a viable and exciting future.
Joan Wilkinson,

Planting three advanced Bottle Trees from Elizabeth Nolan’s Bindaroo
Bottle Trees at Roma
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Hannaford Rose and Geranium 50 years Celebrations
A most successful and joyous luncheon was held at the Hannaford Hall on
Tuesday 14th October. There were many outstanding blossoms displayed
including a wide selection of Australian natives. The prizes awarded came
from our gift shop: grevillea fine china, children’s books and a Grevillea
‘Dorothy Gordon’ plant.
Many ‘old’ faces were present and amongst them were
past directors of our Garden,
Mim Hurst and Priscilla
Mundell. It was wonderful to
chat with them again about
the past, the present and the
future. Also attending were
current directors Betty Salter
and Nita C Lester as well as
staff members of MPBG, Janine
Pechey and Lorraine Cameron.
Our Garden stall provided plenty
of information to interested
visitors and many Christmas
gifts were purchased. Overall the
Garden’s presence was very
strong.

We welcome the following new
Life Members
as Friends of MPBG Ltd
Elizabeth Waddell, Yass
NSW
Iain Waddell,Yackandandah
Victoria
Lynda von Pein, Kogan
Queensland
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Lake View Trail Bridge
For fifteen years, the Lake View Trail has boasted a wooden bridge which was designed and built
by ‘LEAP’ (an organisation that assisted unemployed youth into the workforce).
Well over a year ago, close inspection of the bridge by members of the Caboolture working bee
revealed a safety issue with the whole structure. It was
decided to renew the walking surface and strengthen The bridge before...
its structural capacity.
The ironbark timber was cut and supplied by Michael
von Pein (Lynda’s husband) and Dave Cameron (our
caretaker) carried out the repairs.
The bridge supports were made safe and strengthened.
The deteriorating walking surface was removed with
great difficulty as the fasteners for each plank were
drilled out before the old timber could be removed.
Well done our ‘team’. This work has enabled the bridge
to be returned to the trail for all visitors to enjoy.
The bridge now...

Dave Cameron working on the bridge...

Grey Nomads on Hold…
We have spent ten enjoyable months as Garden Caretakers
and have witnessed the garden blossom as the seasons
changed. One of our major roles is water management. The
watering system has seen a major upgrade with a full rebuild
of the solar power plant and a rebuild of the Mono Solar
Pump. The visitor season has virtually ended and the
garden is quiet except for our numerous two and four leg
friends. During the cooler months we hosted several
volunteer groups, and met many local and interstate visitors.
Accommodation and Caravan numbers kept Lorraine and
Janine hopping most weeks. Forward bookings for next year
point to a busy time for us all. Our Garden Manager Joan
Wilkinson has been an inspiration to us. Her drive and
determination to improve all aspects of the Garden will be
sadly missed.
Lorraine and Dave Cameron
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DOGWOOD CROSSING ART EXHIBITION
The Dogwood Crossing Art Gallery in Miles is holding an exhibition Habitat: Environmental Art of the
Darling Downs from 28 November 2014 to 13 January 2015.
This exhibition features artists who have lived or are still living within the Darling Downs region.
Works by Mrs Dorothy Gordon and Dr Nita C Lester will be included.
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they produced in 1979. This was followed by
“WildflowersBarakula
Forestry
and
Gurulmundi” in 1983.
Roy and Val spent countless hours travelling
and looking in the Barakula forest and other
local areas, finding unusual and some rare or
undescribed plants which were identified by the
Herbarium. And Happily, a newly described
wattle was named Acacia handonis to honour
Val.

Val Hando Bor n 1929 -

th

Died- 11 July 2014

Eulogy written by Wilma Tait and kindly
given to us to publish
Val Hando lived in this area (Chinchilla) after her
marriage and she supported the community in
many ways. She volunteered at the Tourist
Information Centre for over 20 years and in 2000
she was honoured, by the Chinchilla Field
Naturalists’ Club, as a Life Member, for her huge
contribution to our club.
The Field Naturalists’ Club started in Chinchilla in
1967 and Roy and Val Hando join soon after the
commencement. Roy, of course, was always
fascinated by and very knowledgeable about
birds while Val had no particular field of interest.
However, a few field trips sparked her interest in
the plants of the area and she devoted herself to
learning from members such as Jean Cameron,
Keith Kerr, and Grace Lithgow. When local
knowledge did not answer her questions, Val
collected specimens and sent them to the
Herbarium in Brisbane to have correct
identification made. With her methodical mind,
Val soon outstripped us in her knowledge of our
local flora. Club trips away, like the early ones to
Masthead Island, near Heron Island, and to
Cuddapan Station (near Windorah) gave the
opportunity for members to get to know each
other well and for our families (mostly teenagers
and younger) to mix, besides broadening our
interests in natural history. And those of us who
were lucky to share those and later trips, well
remember Val’s ability to Scrabble.

So began Val’s gift of botanical knowledge to us
all- in 1988 the first edition of “going Bush with
the Chinchiila Nats” was published and here
Roy contributed information on birds, and edited
the book, while Val wrote much of the flora
section. In 1997, Roy and Val edited the second
edition of Going Bush which still covers the
basic natural history of our area.
Val collated many lists and indices including
“The Chinchilla State School Admission
Register 1883-1930”and she updated the index
of the cemeteries of Chinchilla commenced by
Roy, “Where They Rest in Peace”. After getting
her computer, she passed on her knowledge in
‘Learn Word 200 the Easy Way”. Two later
books were her biographical “My Life Story” and
then “Wildflowers of SE Inland Queensland”.
Val’s input to our Nats Club over so many years
was huge. Those who shared our recent outings
will fondly remember the pink hat and the
knowledgeable botanist.
May she rest in peace.

"Val supported MPBG through the work of the
Chinchilla Field Naturalists' Club and would
have helped with the Avochie garden bed and
its plantings. Val also donated some Acacia
handonis plants to the Garden. She celebrated
MPBG's major milestones with us as well as
attending many Open Days."

The book Wildflowers of
Southeast Inland
Queensland is for sale in
our shop for $15.00

Val wanted to spread her understanding of the
local flora and she wrote the text and Grace
Lithgow did the drawings in a small booklet
“Wildflowers- Chinchilla Miles and Kogan” which t
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Your articles, photos, advertisements
etc are welcome for inclusion in this
newsletter.
Contact the Admin Officer
Janine Pechey
email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Material in this newsletter may be
reproduced provided the source is
clearly stated. Copyright permission
should be obtained for material quoted
from other publications.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE
THIS NEWSLETTER WITH
PHOTOS IN GLORIOUS ORIGINAL
COLOUR?

If you opt to receive it by email as a pdf
file, then that’s what awaits you. As well, you will be
helping to cut down the amount of paper we pay to
transport it all over the country and the time taken by our
volunteers to fold, staple and post each one.
Please send Betty (see page 11) your email address
which we will use in confidence only for this purpose.
Alternatively, newsletters may be downloaded directly
from our website www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com

SOME BOOKS from our catalogue
Order from the Garden and the profit stays here.
Pinpoint—new
children’s book by
Rhondda Bridle
and Nita C. Lester,
illustrated by Nita
C. Lester $15

Birdwings’ New Home
by Lynette Reilly,
illustrated by Lois
Hughes. Picture story
book that celebrates
endangered butterflies.
Now $10

Jute garden bag with
waterproof lining $6

Four bloom & single bloom
Postcards
$1.50

For Sharp Eyes Only by
Nita C. Lester and Elaine Lyons:
Illustrations show how our
native animals are camouflaged
in their surroundings
Now $10

Australian Birds for Children
Set of 24 colourful 18x10cm cards featuring
common easy-to-find birds - bird on front,
information on back

$20

Email or use form on page 12- not forgetting to
add a one-off cost of $10 postage per order.

For latest information and pictures on ‘Plants in the Garden’ see our website -www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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DONATIONS
All donations of money and goods with a value
of $2 and over are tax-deductible.
Cheques payable to MPBG Gift Fund.
Post to Nita C. Lester, PO Box 465 Mapleton, Qld
4560

Huge thanks to all who’ve
donated to MPBG since the
last Newsletter, including

Louise Melville, Dale Fuller
and Coral Phillips.

Current Directors and Managers
Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
DIRECTORS:
Chairman:
Vice-Chairman:
Secretary/Treasurer:

Nita C Lester
Penny Grams
Betty Salter

Plus: Alison Banks, Gill Kidd, Lynda Von Pein,
Joan Wilkinson,
MANAGERS:

Horticulture, Conservation and Research: Joan Wilkinson
The Garden Experience: [currently shared]
Business Management: Betty Salter
Company correspondence to:
The Secretary,
Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd,
PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423

We welcome new members.
Why not introduce a friend or give a gift membership
Don’t let us lose you—Renew or join here
I / We wish to remain / become a Friend of Myall Park Botanic Garden

Subscriptions and Renewals to 30 September 2015
□ Individual: $15
□ Single Life M’ship: $300
□ Community Group: $35
□ Business: $100 (with link to webpage) □ Business Life Membership: $1000 (with link to webpage)
Please print:
I/WE ARE INTERESTED IN ASSISTING WITH:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms……………………………………...
O Newsletter production (collect or write articles, layout,
Address………………………………………………..
etc)
O Working bees
…………………………………...Postcode………….
O Herbarium (helping with specimens, records etc)
Telephone…………………………………………..…
O Promotion and Marketing
Email…………………………..……………………...
Receipt required

O Living Collection
O Retail
O Other
(please

indicate
your
interests)
……………………………...…………………….

I wish to add a donation of $....................
(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible)
I wish to receive my newsletters by email……… Yes / No (please circle)
Total Payment enclosed $………………………………...
Payment may be made
1) either dir ectly into our bank account: Commonwealth Bank, Dalby. BSB 064-412
Account No. 1000 1195 Account name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.
Reference: (please include your name and that it is for ‘subscription’)
2) or by cheque payable to ‘Myall Par k Botanic Gar den Ltd.’
Whichever method of payment you use, please send this completed form to:
Mrs B. Salter, “Glen Fosslyn”, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423
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INFORMATION PAGE
Garden closed for maintenance 20 Dec—20 Jan each year

VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OTHER TIMES
MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN FEES 2014
A - GARDEN ENTRANCE FEES
Garden and Gallery
$5.00 per person
FRIENDS and under 14 FREE
School children under 14 on excursion $2
Official Guide
$50 plus Garden entry fees
Coach tours $5.00 pp, driver and tour operator free
MPBG Friends Group Membership –each visit, one free entry,
other members visiting at the same time 10% discount
Organised working parties—Free (by prior arrangement only)
B - ACCOMMODATION (Garden entry included)
For bookings, contact Caretakers Ph 07 4665 6855
(May—October, advance bookings advisable)
Friends Members
10% discount.
Tour organisers
Free
Children
under 14 half price, under 6 free.
Linen (if required)
$5 per person (bed linen, towels)
Avochie Cottage:
1 night - 1-2 people $80 - each extra person $20/ night
3 nights - 1-2 people $220 - each extra person $20 /night
1 week - 1-2 people $480 - each extra person $20/night
For above packages, a cleaning fee of $20 will be added if
necessary
Cleaning included for 5 nights or longer.
The Quarters: (guests share kitchen and bathroom facilities)
per person: 1 night $30 3 nights $80 1 week $180
Cleaning NOT included in The Quarters packages, $20 fee
added if necessary.
Sole Use of The Quarters—p.o.a.
C - TENTS and VANS (Garden entry included)
Unpowered site: $20 per site per night for 1-2 people.
Powered site: $25 per site per night for 1-2 people
D - CATERING
Meals available Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan ph 07 4665 6727
and General Store, Glenmorgan ph 0746656886
E - GALLERY HIRE
Includes use of furniture, urn, power-points for equipment, fridge
and Garden entry. Tea and coffee not provided.
$50 first day, $25 each extra day (includes cleaning)
$10 per day for local non-profit community groups—please leave
clean or pay $20 cleaning fee.

******
Please discuss all arrangements when you book tours or
accommodation.
On arrival, see Information in log box at Visitor Centre, or on-site
caretaker.
Glenmorgan has basic provisions including diesel and unleaded
fuel. Diesel and unleaded fuel are also available at Surat and The
Gums. Fuel sales at Meandarra are credit card (with PIN) only.

ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATION:
(Linen is not included. Ask about our linen service when you book.)
Avochie Cottage - (Right)
Renovated 3 bedroom cottage with
1 double and 2 twin rooms. Bath/
shower and toilet. Electric hot water
system. Open fireplace in sitting
room. New electric stove,
microwave oven, crockery, cutlery,
electric jug, fridge, frypan and toaster. Washing up and cleaning
utensils supplied. Fans, air cooler, heater , basic furnishings.
The Quarters: (Right)
Renovated inside and out. Two
verandahs, 5 small bedrooms
(8 single beds) 1 large
bedroom (1 double bed + 2
singles). 2 bathrooms each with bath / shower, 2 toilets. Electric
hot water. New electric stove, microwave oven, crockery and
cutlery, fridge, electric jug, frypan and toaster. Washing up and
cleaning utensils supplied. Fans, heater, basic furnishings. Open
fireplace in living area.
Caravans/Tents: Connect to the
power on-site and use toilet / shower
facilities at the Gallery complex.
Unpowered sites available.
For all bookings, phone caretakers on 07 4665 6855 or email.
We ask you to leave the accommodation clean when you
depart and to take all rubbish with you. (No collection here.)
CONTACTS FOR MPBG PERSONNEL
Office
Janine Pechey
Caretakers
David and Lorraine

07 4665 6705
myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Ph/fax 07 4665 6855
mpbg@westnet.com.au

Directors/Managers
Alison Banks
Ph 0418728109
alisonwonders@bigpond.com
Penny Grams
Ph 07 4665 6001 Fax 07 4665 6003
seangrams@bigpond.com
Gill Kidd
Ph/fax 07 4663 0720
kidd_greenhills1@bigpond.com
Nita C. Lester
Ph 07 5445 7182
Nita.c.lester@gmail.com
Betty Salter
Ph 07 4669 5298 Fax 07 4669 5219
glenfosslyn@bigpond.com
Lynda Von Pein
Ph. 07 4668 1729
lynda.vp@hotmail.com
Joan Wilkinson
Ph 07 3378 3110
rodgerwilkinson@bigpond.com

NEW MPBG WEB SITE
Keep up to date with the latest news, workshops etc at
www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
www.facebook.com/myallparkbotanicgarden
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN

Every purchase will help the Garden!
A
Try our floral china
instead of special
flowers.

B
G

F

E

MAKE YOUR

D

C

ORDER HERE: Number Subtotal

A

SERVING / DINNER PLATE 275mm Features all three
grevilleas. Makes a wonderful serving with all of the
above pieces. Dishwasher and microwave safe.

B

COLLECTORS’ PLATE—limited edition, each
numbered. Features the 3 Gordon Grevilleas & bluefaced honeyeater

$55

C

PLATES—Fine bone china 155 mm

$13.50
$13.50
$13.50

D

RICE BOWLS –115mm Fine Bone China
with the 3 Gordon Grevilleas design by MPBG artists

$13.50

E

JUG 250ml Features all three grevilleas.
Very fine and light. Dishwasher and microwave safe

$20

F

MUGS -Fine Bone China with the 3 Gordon Grevilleas
design by MPBG artists

$17.50

G

DOROTHY GORDON Mug

$16

H

POSTCARDS– See page 8

$1.30

I

LATTE MUGS.
Leadlight Design. Black on white contemporary style.

$10

J

Tea Towell-matches fine china pattern

$15

K

Jute Garden Bag with Waterproof lining– see Page 8

$6

L

AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWER PAINTINGS
Book of paintings by Dorothy Gordon
Signed by Dave Gordon

$ 38.50
$ 42.50

M

Unframed Wildflower Prints
by Dorothy Gordon (20x30 cm)

N

SCREENSAVER ON CD Images
$ 20
A Collection of stunning photographs by MPBG volunteers,
500 images
and Paul Costin, Anne Thompson and Bindy Warby

O

Robyn Gordon
Sandra Gordon
Merinda Gordon

$25

$ 4.50 each
$ 20 (Set of 5)

GREETING CARDS
Featuring 8 Dorothy Gordon botanical paintings

$ 3.50 Single
$ 22 Set of 8

BOOKS - add titles and prices from page 9

L

New discount of
5% for non-Friends
on every purchase
of six or more fine
china items.
Discount of 10%
for financial
Friends as usual.

Post to
MPBG Ltd
P O Box 22
Glenmorgan
Q 4423

Order Total
Less Friends
10% discount
(or nonFriends 5%
china
discount)
Postage

10.00

Total

We also accept credit card or direct deposit payments. Contact us 07 4665 6705 to arrange payment.
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