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Vale Betty McKenzie
The Garden lost a
treasured friend at
Christmas time.
To quote from the
eulogy delivered by her
family, Betty Valerie
McKenzie enjoyed a
long life of 97 years, well
spent, well lived and well
loved.
She is probably best
known in the wider MPBG community for being the
author of One Man’s Dream, Dave Gordon’s
biography which encompasses the early days of
Glenmorgan history, the Gordon family’s arrival
from Victoria and the history of the garden.

but angels, clouds, silver tea services, whatever the
current production called for. In those days of
television deprivation, the plays were a huge drawcard in the district and further afield, winning several trophies and awards.
Both women had a hand in the formation of the
Glenmorgan Art Group which continues to meet
and paint regularly. Dorothy and Penny Murphy
gave expert advice and Betty, while not wishing to
paint, was enormously encouraging to all participants. Her chosen creativity was as a writer, historian and producer, but she also created some beautiful hand-made patchwork quilts.

Born in 1919 in Lithgow, NSW, Betty married
returned soldier Rod McKenzie of Coonamble in
1949. The following year they purchased Ladas
Downs at Glenmorgan, and moved there in 1950. In
the same year, David Gordon of Myall Park married
Dorothy Gemmell, and in time the two families
became firm friends and enriched the district in
many ways.

Betty involved herself in many other aspects of the
community, memorably as secretary of the local
committee formed to build a replacement for
Glenmorgan’s Grande Hotel, destroyed by fire in
1978. Sufficient funds for a new building had been
raised at a local gathering called to solve the
problems of a town with no pub. This of course was
a success story as evidenced by the now longestablished Bottle Tree Inn. Who else remembers
the meetings masterminded by Betty to choose
curtains, floor coverings, bed linen and the like?
And who organised Dorothy Gordon to design the
bottle tree signA

The friendship began when Betty sought help from
Dave Gordon - eucalypts purchased for her new
garden had failed to thrive, and she had heard
about Dave’s garden. Even stronger than a common interest in gardening was the rapport between
Betty and Dorothy. Betty belonged to the Glenmorgan Playreading Group and was a gifted producer.
Having seen Dorothy’s wildflower paintings, Betty
plucked up courage to ask if she were interested in
the menial task of helping create some trees needed for stage props. Dorothy joined in enthusiastically, and over the years provided not only vegetation

When Dorothy died tragically in 1985, the district
mourned – and the local Arts Council members
determined to produce a fitting memorial. It wasn’t
long before the idea arose of publishing Dorothy’s
set of botanical paintings, and with the approach of
Australia’s Bicentenary celebrations, grants were
available, applied for and received. A committee
was formed - Diane Hill, Geoff Johnston, Nita
Lester, Sandra Neill and Dorinda Schwennesen
saw the book through all stages of publication
and organised Dave Gordon to write the text
accompanying each painting with (cont p 2)

DATES for your DIARY: - Friends Working Bee—April 23 to 29.
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from Dorothy’s sister Jean Gemmell who also
wrote the introduction.
Betty, by now retired from the bush, returned to
launch the book on November 15, 1987. Here is
an excerpt from her speech:
Tonight - I am remembering the first
time I saw the Wildflower Paintings
when I met Dorothy on my first visit to
Myall Park and her saying (with that particular blend of joyous enthusiasm which
was uniquely hers), that Dave and she
were one day going to write and to paint
a book together.
And tonight that book is here.
It was generally accepted that the insight into
Dave and Dorothy Gordon’s lives and their creation of the garden at Myall Park inspired those
involved with the book publication with enthusiasm to help Dave set sail on a new direction.
The Garden would officially become a botanic
garden. Over a period of the next seven years,
the committee became a not-for-profit company
with former committee members as directors.
Betty by now had retired eastwards, and
although unavailable to give hands on help, was
supportive from afar.
It isn’t surprising that when it was decided to
create a hub for the garden other than Dave’s
house, somewhere to meet visitors and hold
meetings, the idea emerged that this centre
should incorporate a gallery for Dorothy’s
paintings.
A grant was received, an architect appeared
who miraculously refused a fee, a local builder
got going, and the gallery became a reality.
Betty meanwhile had been asked to write
Dave’s biography, a task involving many trips
back to Glenmorgan to interview Dave, and
many drafts to run past the judicious eyes of the
MPBG Directors. By the time the gallery was
finished, One Man's Dream – the story of the life
of David Gordon and the establishment of the
Myall Park Botanic Garden at Glenmorgan had
gone to press.
August 5, 1995, was a busy day. Crowds gathered, portaloos and local caterers moved in and
the “Myall Park Gallery dedicated to Dorothy
Gordon” was opened by Professor Henry Nix,
long time friend of the Gordon family. As well,

Books and MerchandiseA..A..7
Membership renewal AA.AA.8
Information page AA.A.A..A.9
Gift Catalogue AAAAAAA.10

Dave Gordon was honoured with the SGAP
Australian Plants Award presented by Mrs
Lorna Murray, SGAP Qld president, and One
Man’s Dream was launched by well-known
professional botanist Dr Bob Johnson who
congratulated Betty, and summed up with:
(the book) documents a life of hard
work, of tragedies and the joy that
many of us have shared; of seeing the
Myall Park garden in full bloom. The
story is for you to savour and enjoy (
I hope you all take the opportunity to
read it.”
In retirement, Betty continued to write, create
and join compatible groups involved in history
and book discussion, drama, music, gardens
and spent much time with her beloved family
and friends.
Betty had an infectious enthusiasm for life. She
was particularly drawn to volunteer work which
made her a valued member of any community,
she was a talented writer, a gracious lady and
treasured friend. The sympathy of all involved
in our district and the MPBG community goes
to her family, vale Betty.
Carol McCormack
Penny’s Corner
I have officially taken over as Chairperson
and would like to sincerely thank Nita for her
dedication to the role. I am finding my feet
and I appreciate the patience everyone is
showing towards me.
We look forward to a successful 2017 with an
exciting ‘Bush Tucker’ theme for Spring Day.
Anyone with expertise in this area is welcome
to contact the Directors, we welcome any offers of assistance.
The Garden has experienced excellent Summer rainfall this year and will be looking a
picture in the coming weeks.
Penny
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Western Australia as seen by Dorinda
Late Spring 2016 saw me attend the Australian
Naturalist Network Convention just outside Fremantle. Some of you may remember in 2010 when
Chinchilla hosted a previous convention, two
busloads of keen naturalists visited the Garden.
I joined coach tours prior and post conference to the
north and south of Perth with knowledgeable guides
from the WA Nats. Club leading us.
The wildflowers were just magnificent in their beauty,
variety and quantity. We were blown away the very
first day by the everlastings: white, pinks and yellows
subtly colouring the landscape with brighter kangaroo
and cats paws, leschenaultias, hibbertias, orchids
interspersed.
As many of the plants growing at Myall Park Botanic
Garden (MPBG) originated from West Australia, I
was looking forward to seeing them ‘in situ’ during
the trip.

Kunzea pulchella

Sightings of such plants included:
On granite outcrops Kunzea pulchella stood out with
its deep red flowers. Hakea petiolaris was also present, but not in bloom. Eucalyptus caesia (not in the
Garden) was growing on outcrops with deeper soil
pockets and I had to note it, as its bark is very similar
to that of Eucalyptus orbifolia which is found at
MPBG.
At Wongan Hills we saw Grevillea paradoxa which
inspired musicians at the Garden to compose a piece
honoring the plant. Grevillea petrophiloides was seen
at Depot Hill, throwing out its tall pink flower spikes.
Melaleuca phoenicea (syn. Callistemon phoeniceus)
was brilliantly in bloom.
Melaleuca cuticularis, the saltwater paperbark was
seen in the south around Albany.
We went through Wandoo country and there are two
species called wandoo in WA. Our Eucalyptus
wandoo and Eucalyptus accedens, the Powderbark
Wandoo. The native bees were very busy with all the
flowers and at every broken Wandoo branch there
was much activity with bees coming and going. In the
Stirling Ranges, Eucalyptus preissiana (Bell-fruited
Mallee) was in bloom and we also saw Eucalyptus
pleurocarpa (syn. Euc. tetragona).

Grevillea bipinnatifida

The Fuchsia Grevillea, Grevillea bipinnatifida (a
parent of Grevillea ‘Robyn Gordon’) was first
seen at Ellis Brook Valley, a large area of natural
bush land straddling the Darling Scarp east of
Perth and then at John Forrest National Park
where it was possibly collected by Len Miller.
The plants were so healthy and bursting with
vigour after the wet winter: in great contrast to
the Garden specimens which have barely
reached a height of forty centimetres. Grevillea
obliquistigma which has naturalized at the Garden was seen in bloom near Mingenew and
nearby on Mingenew Hill we found Eremophila
oldfieldii . It is one of my favourite plants with its
deep green leaves contrasted by the limier green
calyx and orange flower. Brunonia australis, the
Blue Pincushion which was painted by Dorothy,
was seen in numerous places.
Many calothamnus species were seen both north
and south of Perth, the one I recognized being
Calothamnus quadrifidus, the Four-sided Clawflower.
I took with me the article reproduced in the
Friends newsletter recording Len Miller’s trip to
WA collecting plant material for Mr Gordon. I
shared this with people on the trip and the West
Australians were particularly impressed by the
extent of the travels, the knowledge of the plants
and the fact that there was sharing with the WA
Govt. botanists: all of this way back in the 1950s!
My knowledge of the WA plants from the Garden held me in good stead: recognizing old
friends, but also pointing me in the right direction
for identification of closely related plants. As ever, the continual change of scientific names by
botanists as they build on their knowledge is a
challenge.
It was a wonderful trip being re-lived every time I
have a minute to research my many photos for
identification.

Friends of Myall Park Botanic Garden Newsletter Vol. 26 No.1
Page 3

Thrushton National Park as seen by Dorinda
Thrushton National Park
Is situated north west of St George and I joined a
day excursion with Boobook tours to visit. Meryl
and Craig Eddie who have helped at MPBG in the
past are the principals of Boobook, an ecological
consultancy firm based in Roma.
I thought it would possibly be a little too late for
the flowers being mid November, but no, there
was an inviting display and I was delighted to find
many of the plants from “Australian Wildflower
Paintings” by Dorothy Gordon happily growing in
the red sandy soil.
Calandrinia balonensis

In bloom were:

Ricinocarpus trachyphyllus (syn. Ricinocarpus bowmanii) Sandplain Wedding-bush
Brunonia australis
Blue Pincushions
Calandrinia balonensis
Parakeelya
Calytrix longiflora
Pink Fringe Myrtle
Seringia collina (syn. Keraudrenia collina)
Hillside Velvet-flower
Grevillea juncifolia subsp. juncifolia
Honeysuckle Spider-flower
It was also exciting to discover new plants. Grevillea albiflora gave a glorious display - as the scientific name suggests - of white flowers. Other finds were Cup Velleia - Velleia connata., Skeleton
Fan-flower - Scaevola depauperata and Tangled Leschenaultia - Lechenaultia divaricata. This last
name is a conundrum (pointed out to me in WA) as they include an ‘s’ in the common name, but not
in the scientific name, Lechenaultia!
An invigorating day with friends and Rose Aisthorpe, our tour guide had a thorough knowledge of the
plants and area.

Thrushton National Park blooming

Calytrix longiflora Thrushton NP
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Peter’s visit to the garden which did not go exactly to plan.
On Saturday March 4, I arrived and had a quick look at a few things and then due to a storm I
went back to the cottage with Scott to look at maps. The storm did not bring too much rain and
cleared quickly, but then it was dark so the field work with maps was planned for Sunday. I supplied Scott with some new 9V batteries for the Galcons as they are starting to go flat.
We decided to head to the pub for a meal where we heard there had been a lot more rain south
of Glenmorgan so we headed back promptly in case the crossing went under – which it was
(about 800mm) so we headed back to the pub to give it time to go down – amazing as it was not
even near the crossing when we went in. An hour or so later we had another look and it was a lot
higher again. I left my ute at the pub and hopped in with Scott in Ben’s cruiser to try the back
track into the Garden but it was so soft it was not driveable. The pub rooms were all booked out
and now it was so late we didn’t want to bother Janine (thank you Janine for the offer of somewhere to stay) so we drove back to the creek and tried to sleep in the vehicle.
The creek peaked around 7:00am Sunday. Unfortunately I had left all my gear at The Quarters
on the other side but Scott kindly offered to walk in the back track and later he and Ben (not sure
how/when Ben got back) arrived with the boat and paddled over the creek with my gear so I
could head home. Big thanks to Scott and Ben for this – muchly appreciated. Photos attached.
So not much achieved but only 6 weeks until the working bee so we can catch up then. We’ve
lost another small Dorothy opposite Terpersie and 2 large old Robyn’s are starting to die back in
sections (one near Terpersie and one up near the Gallery – maybe wet feet again. Also lost a
Grevillea hodgei in the hybrid bed so I might try to find one to replace it.
Between Dick Harding and myself we have some grown good numbers of Hakea purpurea to
plant and I have half a dozen Acacia spectablis as well as a Hakea lorea. I also have at least one
Eucalpytus pachypyhlla . Should be good conditions for planting hopefully – so wet and green
out there at the moment
Peter Kerr
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Generous
donations have
been received from many
visitors Including
G & A Wearne Eerwah vale
Kim Herbert Forest Lake
Carole. G Blanch Proston
Ian Russell. Tasmania

Thank You
Above: Image by Dorinda Schwennesen
Grevillea albiflora WA

Left: Image by Dorinda Schwennesen
Grevillea juncifolia WA

Sunset Way Tourist Drive
A Tourism Project Plan under the title Sunset Way Tourist Drive was submitted to the Western
Downs Regional Council. This was successful and $120,000.00 has been allocated for redevelopment and improved signage along the Surat Development Rd from the Moonie Highway to Surat.
A few meetings have been held, and at this current stage no work has been undertaken. Krista
Hauritz has been appointed to be marketing and promotions officer, as this is where her expertise
lies. This is a paid position ( approx. $61,000.00)
Project description:
Develop a tourist route and rebranding of the Surat Developmental Rd to Sunset Way. This is from Moonie
highway turnoff through to Surat encompassing the towns of Tara, The Gums, Meandarra, Glenmorgan and
Surat. This will involve improvement to the current turnoff at the Moonie highway along with associated signage along the road and large tourist information in the towns along the way.
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Your articles, photographs,
advertisements etc are welcome for
inclusion in this newsletter.
Contact the Administration Officer
Janine Pechey
Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com

Material in this newsletter may be
reproduced provided the source is
clearly stated.
Copyright permission should be obtained for material quoted from other
publications.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE
THIS NEWSLETTER WITH
PHOTOGRAPHS IN FULL COLOUR?

If you opt to receive it by email as a pdf
file, then that’s what awaits you. As
well, you will be
helping to cut down the amount of paper we pay to
transport it all over the country and the time taken by
our volunteers to fold, staple and post each one.
Please send Betty (see page 9) your email address
which we will use in confidence only for this
purpose.
Alternatively, newsletters may be downloaded directly
from our website www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com

BOOKS from our Catalogue
Order from the Garden and the profit stays here
‘ P i n p o i n t ’
Children’s book
by
Rhondda
Bridle and Nita C
Lester; illustrated
by Nita C Lester
$15

Hessian Garden bag
with
waterproof lining
$6

Birdwings’ New Home
by
Lynette
Reilly,
illustrated
by
Lois
Hughes.
Celebrates
endangered butterflies
$10
Four bloom and single bloom
Postcards
$1.50 each
For Sharp Eyes Only by Nita C
Lester
and
Elaine
Lyons:
Illustrations show how our native
animals are camouflaged in their
surroundings
$10

Email or use form on page 10 not forgetting
to add a one-off cost of
$10 postage per order.

Brigalow Birds book and CD
Birds of Myall Park Botanic
Garden
and surrounding
region. PLUS
With the aid of Brigalow Birds,
you will be able to identify over
250 Australian bird species,
many occurring throughout
Australia.

For latest information and pictures on ‘Plants in the Garden’ see our website -www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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DONATIONS
All donations of money and goods with a value
of $2 and over are tax-deductible.
Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden
Gift Fund.
Post to:
Nita C. Lester, PO Box 465 Mapleton, Qld 4560

We really appreciate your Friends
Membership.
If you need to renew, please fill in the
form below, and we will update
your record

Current Directors
Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
DIRECTORS
Chairman

Penny Grams

Peter Kerr
Sue Akeroyd
Betty Salter
Peter Kerr
Business Management: Betty Salter
Garden Experience: Penny Grams
Horticulture, Conservation and Research:
Peter Kerr
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer

Company correspondence to:
The Secretary,
8 Palm Ave, Holland Park West.
Qld. 4121

We welcome new members.
Why not introduce a friend or give a gift membership
Don’t let us lose you—Renew or join here
I / We wish to remain / become a Friend of Myall Park Botanic Garden

Subscriptions and Renewals to 30 September 2017
□ Individual: $15
□ Single Life Membership: $300
□ Community Group: $35
□ Business: $100 (with link to webpage) □ Business Life Membership: $1000 (with link to
webpage) Please print:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/MsAAAAAAAAAAAAAA... I/WE ARE INTERESTED IN ASSISTING WITH:
O Newsletter production (collect or write articles, layAddressAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA..
out, etc)
AAAAAAAAAAAAA...PostcodeAAAA. O Working bees
TelephoneAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA..A O Herbarium (helping with specimens, records etc)
EmailAAAAAAAAAA..AAAAAAAA... O Promotion and Marketing
Receipt required

O Living Collection
O Retail
O Other
(please

indicate
your
interests)
AAAAAAAAAAA...AAAAAAAA.

I wish to add a donation of $....................
(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible)
I wish to receive my newsletters by emailG... Yes / No (please circle)
Total Payment enclosed $AAAAAAAAAAAA...
Payment may be made
1) either directly into our bank account:
Commonwealth Bank, Dalby. BSB 064-412 Account No. 1000 1195
Account name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.
Reference: (please include your name and that it is for ‘subscription’)
2) or by cheque payable to ‘Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.’
Whichever method of payment you use, please send this completed form to:
Mrs B. Salter, “GlenFosslyn”, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423
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INFORMATION PAGE

ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATION:
(Linen is not included. Ask about our linen service when you book.)

Garden closed for maintenance 20 Dec—20 Jan each year

VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OTHER TIMES
MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN FEES 2016
A - GARDEN ENTRANCE FEES
Garden and Gallery
$5.00 per person
FRIENDS and under 14 FREE
School children under 14 on excursion $2
Official Guide
$50 plus Garden entry fees
Coach tours $5.00 pp, driver and tour operator free
MPBG Friends Group Membership –each visit, one free entry,
other members visiting at the same time 10% discount
Organised working parties—Free (by prior arrangement only)
B - ACCOMMODATION (Garden entry included)
For bookings, contact Caretakers Ph 07 4665 6855
(May—October, advance bookings advisable)
Friends Members
10% discount.
Tour organisers
Free
Children
under 14 half price, under 6 free.
Linen (if required)
$5 per person (bed linen, towels)
Avochie Cottage:
1 night - 1-2 people $80 - each extra person $20/ night
3 nights - 1-2 people $220 - each extra person $20 /night
1 week - 1-2 people $480 - each extra person $20/night
For above packages, a cleaning fee of $20 will be added if
necessary
Cleaning included for 5 nights or longer.
The Quarters: Rooms 1—4
(guests share kitchen and bathroom facilities)
per person: 1 night $30 3 nights $80 1 week $180
Room 5 : 1-2 person I night $50 -3 nights $130-.Extra person
$10pp p night
Cleaning NOT included in The Quarters packages,
$20 fee added if necessary.
Sole Use of The Quarters—p.o.a.
C - TENTS and VANS (Garden entry included)
FREE POWER
All sites: $25 per site per night for 1-2 people. Extra person $5.50
D - CATERING
Meals available Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan ph 07 4665 6727
and General Store, Glenmorgan ph 074665 6886
E - GALLERY HIRE
Includes use of furniture, urn, power-points for equipment, fridge
and Garden entry. Tea and coffee not provided.
$100 first day, $25 each extra day (includes cleaning)
$10 per day for local non-profit community groups—please leave
clean or pay $20 cleaning fee.
********
Please discuss all arrangements when you book tours or
accommodation.
On arrival, see Information in log box at Visitor Centre, or on-site
caretaker.
Glenmorgan has basic provisions including diesel and unleaded
fuel. Diesel and unleaded fuel are also available at Surat with
card (PIN) and The Gums. Fuel sales at Meandarra are credit
card (PIN) only.

Avochie Cottage - (Right)
Renovated 3 bedroom cottage with
1 double and 2 twin rooms. Bath/
shower and toilet. Electric hot water
system. Open fireplace in sitting
room. New electric stove,
microwave oven, crockery, cutlery,
electric jug, fridge, frypan and toaster. Washing up and cleaning
utensils supplied. Fans, air cooler, heater , basic furnishings.
The Quarters: (Right)
Renovated inside and out. Two
verandahs, 4 small bedrooms (6
single beds) 1 large bedroom (1
double bed + 2 singles). 2
bathrooms each with bath / shower,
2 toilets. Electric hot water. New
electric stove, microwave oven, crockery and cutlery, fridge, electric
jug, frypan and toaster. Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied.
Fans, heater, basic furnishings.
Open fireplace in living area.
Caravans/Tents: Connect to the
power on-site and use toilet / shower
facilities at the Gallery complex.
Unpowered sites available.
FREE POWER
For all bookings, phone caretakers on 07 4665 6855 or email.
We ask you to leave the accommodation clean when you
depart and to take all rubbish with you. (No collection here.)
CONTACTS
Office
07 4665 6705
Janine Pechey
myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Caretakers
07 4665 6855
Scott
mpbg@westnet.com.au
Directors/Managers
Sue Akeroyd
07 3349 8378
akeroyd.sue@gmail.com
Penny Grams
07 4665 6001 Fax 07 4665 6003
seangrams@bigpond.com
Peter Kerr
0421 384 025
whso@pmhort.com.au
Nita C. Lester
07 5445 7182
nita.c.lester@gmail.com
Betty Salter
07 4669 5298 Fax 07 4669 5219
glenfosslyn@bigpond.com

Find us on

Myall Park Botanic Garden
FACEBOOK and WEB SITE
Keep up to date with the latest news,
workshops etc at
www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
www.facebook.com/myallparkbotanicgarden
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN

Every purchase helps the Garden

A

F

Sold
out

I

G

E
D

C

B

No.

Fine China Collection— all dishwasher and microwave safe

A

SERVING/DINNER PLATE 275mm

B

SMALL PLATES 155 mm

C

RICE BOWLS 115mm

D

JUG

E

GREVILLEA FINE CHINA MUG 270ml

F

DOROTHY GORDON MUG

300ml stands 100mm

G

DOROTHY GORDON MUG

270ml stands 90mm

H

Hessian GARDEN BAG with waterproof lining See also on page 7

I

Robyn Gordon
Sandra Gordon
Merinda Gordon

Sub total

$25
$13.50
$13.50
$13.50
$13.50

250ml, very fine and light

$20
$17.50
$15
$15
$6

LATTE MUG heavy weight china
Leadlight Design. Black on white contemporary style.

$10

‘AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWER PAINTINGS’
Book of paintings by Dorothy Gordon
Signed by Dave Gordon

$ 38.50
$ 42.50

GREETING CARDS– featuring Dorothy Gordon
botanical paintings

$ 3.50 Single
$ 22 Set of 8

Unframed WILDFLOWER PRINTS by Dorothy Gordon (20x30 cm)

$ 4.50 each
$ 20 set of 5

BOOKS and postcards—add titles and prices from page 7 please

NAME ...
ADDRESS .
.....

Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
Post to Box 22 Glenmorgan 4423

SUB TOTAL
DISCOUNT
SUB TOTAL .
LESS DISCOUNT
POSTAGE

TOTAL ORDER

Telephone 07 4665 6705 for credit card or direct deposit arrangements
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10.00

