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The Champions of The Garden
The last working bee for this year was held in late September and we had a record crowd.
17 volunteers contributed 732 hours and joined in with enormous energy and enthusiasm to
tackle the most difficult tasks. The fence around the garden between Avochie and The
Quarters was dismantled, also the one along the boundary garden and both gardens look
good. Cages were constructed to protect new plants and stakes were painted green in
readiness for more new plants. Peter spread some Sturt’s Desert Pea seeds in several
gardens, close to existing drippers, just in case conditions suit in the next month. The base
of the big doors in the Gallery were strengthened, picnic tables were sanded and repainted,
a few building repairs were completed and quite a few plants put in after digging very deep
holes.
The most challenging task was unplanned. Early one morning a volunteer noticed some
water seeping at the entrance to the tool shed and next minute there was a strong spray of
water shooting up from a corroded galvanised pipe. After the water main was turned off
and breakfast was eaten, several of the men gathered to second guess where the water pipes
ran. By the end of the day approximately 50 metres of old pipe had been replaced with
poly, all was joined successfully to the feed in line and everyone was exhausted. Mike and
Noel did much of the heavy digging while Dick figured out everything needed to complete
the project successfully and managed to find appropriate fittings for all of the joins and corners. Others contributed in other ways. It was a huge co-operative effort but satisfying
when at the end of the day there were no leaks and the water flowed to where it should.

DATES for your DIARY: AGM Sunday November 29th November 2020 10am Toowoomba Library
Thanks to the Dalby Electorate Office of Ann Leahy MP, Member for Warrego for her support for our newsletter.
Office: Phone 07 4665 6705 Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Post: PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423
Website: www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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Caretakers Corner
Gail and I have been kept very busy with
visitors for the last three months. Quite a change
from the first three months of the year! The visitors are coming from all over
Queensland and some from Victoria, (they have
been in Queensland since before the
pandemic). Many of the visitors are first
timers here, having heard about our place from
some other travellers or reading
brochures. Others make the Garden a stop every
time they are travelling in SW
Queensland. Some caravanners make
bookings, others just turn up and hope there will
be a space, and there usually is. With the dry
windy conditions Gail is kept very busy cleaning
the accommodations but she is happy to look
across to the camping area in the
evening and see the lights from the campers and
caravanners.
Now when we check the irrigation lines each
morning we usually find everything running well
and very few blow-outs. Most satisfying.
On one night, early in October we booked 33
people into accommodation. I think that is a
record for us.
Don
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Alex was the youngest volunteer and took
on all the heavy work with great enthusiasm.

A very large
fellow
thermo-regulating
on the road
between the Gallery
and the mulch pile.
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Rebirth of the Hybrid Garden:
Sadly, labels for many beautiful hybrid grevilleas now reside at the Label Shed south of the
Gallery.
So many have been planted over the years in the nearby Hybrid Garden. They have flourished,
some for many years, but eventually most have died The reasons for this are varied and of course
the climate has played a part.
Grevilleas had always been the species of choice because of the spontaneous development in the
Garden of the beautiful Gordon grevillea hybrids named for Dave and Dorothy Gordon’s
daughters ‘Robyn’, ‘Sandra’, ‘Merinda’, and the last for ‘Dorothy’.
In the early years of growing Australian native plants, the ability to source many of them was
limited. Nurserymen and keen gardeners alike began choosing parent grevillea species with the
aim of growing suitable hybrid plants to become more readily available and in greater quantities
through commercial nurseries.
These days the range of all native plant species and their hybrids now available to the home
gardener, and also for commercial landscapers, seems limitless.
The area set aside for the Hybrid garden is not large but did give us the opportunity to carry out a
complete makeover of garden bed construction, whilst maintaining the few specimens which had
persevered here over the years.
After the soaking rain, Caretaker Don was able to rip the area ready for new garden beds to be
formed to a rough plan. Soil was raised, fertilised and rough mulched. It lay fallow through the
Covid lockdown then the main horseshoe-shaped garden was re-mulched ready for planting at
our Spring working bee.
The finished area will in time consist of three separate garden beds. The smaller centre one has
an existing Grevillea ‘Sandra Gordon’ which has outlived most of the other species in the
surrounding area, and a much younger grafted Grevillea ‘Midas Touch’, a hybrid from Grevillea
juncifolia. This grevillea hybrid was developed by Neville Deeth from Bev Leggett’s seed, both
members of the Queensland Grevillea Study Group, and these grafted grevilleas were donated to
the Garden by another member, Alan Lee.
The third eastern garden between the horseshoe and the High Tank, will incorporate another
existing grafted Grevillea ‘Midas Touch’. Several very large Grevillea ’Misty Pink’ and their
seedlings still dot the area and have flowered spectacularly since the rain.
The aim is to promote the wide variety of hybrid species now available in most nurseries. The
character and texture of each group of labelled plants will be evident as they grow. As the
gardens develop we hope to include selected sculpture pieces to continue extending our ‘Art in
the Garden’ theme.
Contrasting plant forms, leaf shape and texture, and flower colour should produce a vibrant
display. All will be colourful, mostly perfumed, and thus attracting bees and butterflies and the
birds to feast on them. Constant improvement of hybrid species which are relatively easy to
grow, means that many new varieties of Australian native plants have come on to the market.
This project has provided the committee a chance to enhance visitor experience whilst parts of
the Garden which suffered
most in the recent drought
and water shortage, have a
chance to recover.
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Comments from a first time visitor
On our recent mini holiday into South East Queensland, we chose to spend a few days at the Myall
Park Botanic Gardens. As we passed by the entrance with its billabong, we were treated to views of
Brolgas, Grey Crowned Babblers, Black Fronted Dotterels, and more of the usual avian suspects.
Arriving at the guest quarters, we found comfortable accommodation and a pleasant welcome.
There are a number of areas where volunteers are working to preserve native flora, and a number of
walking tracks provide access. The Bird Hide gives the bird watcher an opportunity to observe
various Honeyeaters, Double Bar Finches and the like at close quarters.
Whenever the drought breaks on this country, another visit will make the journey worthwhile.
Don and Helen Sanderson

Volunteers preparing to dig deepholes in the hard soil to plant in the
Proteaceae section. Don had previously ripped the soil and added some
ash and new irrigations lines have
replaced the old lines.

The black orchid near the hybrid
garden flowering despite the harsh
conditions. This plant would probably not thrive in cooler and wetter
conditions.

The AGM of Myall Park Botanic Garden is scheduled to be held on November 29 th in the
Toowoomba Town library, commencing at 10am. It would be wonderful to have a few new faces
join the Board, particularly people with interest in a particular area, e.g. bird ID, soil geology,
plant ID or marketing and promotion. Please consider taking a position and if interested contact
the President, Sue Akeroyd at akeroyd.sue@gmail.com or 0415 291 225
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The Shearers’ Ride
On the last day of the working bee, when most volunteers had already headed home, it was a
delight to see about 32 cyclists ride into The Gardens. These were no ordinary cyclists, no lycra
to be seen, and no gears on the bikes! These men and women were recreating The Shearers’
Ride and reliving and reminding us all how the shearers travelled from one shed to the next back
in the day when sheep were king. Apparently horses were too expensive to feed and care for so
bicycles were chosen as the way to travel.
The cycles they rode were the old style general use bikes and the cyclists wore the outfits that
would have been worn by many of the shearers. Most of these cyclists camped in the camp
ground at the Garden and there were swags scattered all around the camping area. Three chose to
use the spare rooms in The Quarters and seeing those three relaxing on the back verandah with
their bikes leaning up against the edge of the verandah, it was a scene straight from last century.
If there had been a sheep close by, one of the men had brought his shearing gear and was prepared to demonstrate.
The next morning by eight o’clock they were all gathered in front of the Gallery for a photo and
then they filed off to begin the next leg of their eight day journey.
All accommodation facilities were used that night and it was terrific to see so many enjoying the
ambience of The Garden. These riders will likely return next year, probably in April, perhaps we
could arrange to have a sheep close by!

The peace felt at the Garden. Photos sent in by Don Sanderson
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DONATIONS

Current Directors
Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd

All donations of money and goods with a value
of $2 and over are tax-deductible.
Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden
Gift Fund.
Post to:
Nita C. Lester, PO Box 465 Mapleton, Qld 4560

DIRECTORS
Chairman
Sue Akeroyd
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Betty Salter
Treasurer
Betty Salter
Other Directors Cassie Robinson, Penny
Grams, Nita Lester, Phillip Lester
Business Management: Betty Salter
Garden Experience: Penny Grams/Sue
Akeroyd
Horticulture, Conservation & Research
Manager: Sue Akeroyd

We really appreciate your Friends
Membership.
If you need to renew, please fill in the
form below, and we will update
your record

Company correspondence to:
The Secretary,
PO Box 11014, Centenary Heights, Qld 4350

We welcome new members.
Why not introduce a friend or give a gift membership
Don’t let us lose you—Renew or join here
I / We wish to remain / become a Friend of Myall Park Botanic Garden

Subscriptions and Renewals to 30 September 2020
□ Individual: $15
□ Single Life Membership: $300
□ Community Group: $35
□ Business: $100 (with link to webpage) □ Business Life Membership: $1000 (with link to
webpage) Please print:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms……………………………………... I/WE ARE INTERESTED IN ASSISTING WITH:
Address……………………………………………….. O Newsletter production (collect or write articles, layout, etc)
…………………………………...Postcode…………. O Working bees
Telephone…………………………………………..… O Herbarium (helping with specimens, records etc)
Email…………………………..……………………... O Promotion and Marketing
O Living Collection
I wish to add a donation of $....................
O Retail
(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible)
O Other

(please
indicate
your
interests)
……………………………...…………………….

Receipt required
I wish to receive my newsletters by email…... Yes / No (please circle)
Total Payment enclosed $………………………………...
Payment may be made
1) either directly into our bank account:
Commonwealth Bank, Dalby. BSB 064-412 Account No. 1000 1195
Account name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.
Reference: (please include your name and that it is for ‘subscription’)
2) or by cheque payable to ‘Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.’
Whichever method of payment you use, please send this completed form to:
Mrs B. Salter, PO BOX 11014 Centenary Heights. Qld 4350
6

Friends of Myall Park Botanic Garden Newsletter Vol. 29
No.3

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE
THIS NEWSLETTER WITH
PHOTOGRAPHS IN FULL COLOUR?

Your articles, photographs,
advertisements etc are welcome for
inclusion in this newsletter.

If you opt to receive it by email as a pdf
file, then that’s what awaits you. As
well, you will be
helping to cut down the amount of paper we pay to
transport it all over the country and the time taken by
our volunteers to fold, staple and post each one.
Please email myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com with
your email address which we will use in confidence
only for this purpose.

Contact the Administration Officer
Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com

Material in this newsletter may be
reproduced provided the source is
clearly stated.
Copyright permission should be obtained for material quoted from other
publications.

Alternatively, newsletters may be downloaded directly
from our website www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com

Hessian Garden bag
with
waterproof lining
$6

Four Bloom and Single Bloom Postcards $1.50

SALE 50% OFF SELECTED ITEMS
BOOKS from our Catalogue

Email or use form on page 10 not forgetting
postage is to be confirmed

Order from the Garden and the profit stays here

Brigalow Birds book and CD
Birds of Myall Park Botanic
Garden and surrounding region. PLUS With the aid of Brigalow Birds, you will be able to
identify over 250 Australian bird
species,
many
occurring
throughout Australia.
Book Was$33 Now $16.50
CD WAS $25 NOW $12.50

Pinpoint’
Children’s
book by Rhondda Bridle and Nita C Lester;
illustrated by Nita C
Lester
Was $15 NOW $7.50

For Sharp Eyes Only by
Nita C Lester and Elaine
Lyons: Illustrations show
how our native animals
are camouflaged in their
surroundings
Was $10 Now $5

Birdwings’ New Home
by Lynette Reilly, illustrated by Lois Hughes.
Celebrates endangered
butterflies

SOLD OUT!
For latest information and pictures on ‘Plants in the Garden’ see our website -www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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INFORMATION PAGE

ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATION:

(Linen is not included. Ask about our linen service when you book.)
Garden closed for maintenance 20 Dec—20 Jan each year

VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OTHER TIMES
MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN FEES 2020
A - GARDEN ENTRANCE FEES
Garden and Gallery
$5.00 per person
FRIENDS and under 14 FREE
School children under 14 on excursion $2
Official Guide
$50 plus Garden entry fees
Coach tours $5.00 pp, driver and tour operator free
MPBG Friends Group Membership –each visit, one free entry,
other members visiting at the same time 10% discount
Organised working parties—Free (by prior arrangement only)
B - ACCOMMODATION (Garden entry included)
For bookings, contact Caretakers Ph 07 4665 6855 or email
(May—October, advance bookings advisable)
Friends Members
10% discount.
Tour organisers
Free
Children
under 14 half price, under 6 free.
Linen (if required)
$5 per person (bed linen, towels)
Avochie Cottage:
1 night - 1-2 people $80 - each extra person $20/ night
3 nights - 1-2 people $220 - each extra person $20 /night
1 week - 1-2 people $480 - each extra person $20/night
For above packages, a cleaning fee of $20 will be added if
necessary
Cleaning included for 5 nights or longer.
The Quarters: Rooms 1—4
(guests share kitchen and bathroom facilities)
per person: 1 night $30 3 nights $80 1 week $180
Room 5 : 1-2 person I night $60 -3 nights $140-.Extra person
$10pp p night
Cleaning NOT included in The Quarters packages,
$20 fee added if necessary.
Sole Use of The Quarters—p.o.a.

Avochie Cottage - (Right)
Renovated 3 bedroom cottage with
1 double and 2 twin rooms. Bath/
shower and toilet. Electric hot water
system. Open fireplace in sitting
room. New electric stove,
microwave oven, crockery, cutlery,
electric jug, fridge, frypan and
toaster. Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied. Fans, air
cooler, heater , basic furnishings.
The Quarters: (Right)
Renovated inside and out. Two
verandahs, 4 small bedrooms (6
single beds) 1 large bedroom (1
double bed + 1 single with A/C). 2
bathrooms each with bath / shower,
2 toilets. Electric hot water. New
electric stove, microwave oven, crockery and cutlery, fridge, electric
jug, frypan and toaster. Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied.
Fans, heater, basic furnishings. Open fireplace in living area.
Caravans/Tents: Connect to the
power on-site and use toilet / shower
facilities at the Gallery complex.
Unpowered sites available.
FREE POWER
For all bookings, phone caretakers on 07 4665 6855 or
email.
We ask you to leave the accommodation clean when you
depart and to take all rubbish with you. (No collection here.)
CONTACTS
Office

07 4665 6705
myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Caretakers
07 4665 6855
Don and Gail
Directors/Managers
Sue Akeroyd
07 3349 8378
akeroyd.sue@gmail.com
Penny Grams
07 4665 6001 Fax 07 4665 6003
seangrams@bigpond.com
Nita C. Lester
07 5445 7182
nita.c.lester@gmail.com
Betty Salter
0428v695 298
glenfosslyn@bigpond.com
Cassie Robinson
bkrsaddlery@gmail.com
0408558085
Phillip Lester
07 5445 7182
lesterwildewoode@gmail.com

C - TENTS and VANS (Garden entry included)
FREE POWER
All sites: $25 per site per night for 1-2 people. Extra person $5.50
D - CATERING
Meals available Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan ph 07 4665 6727
and General Store, Glenmorgan
E - GALLERY HIRE
Includes use of furniture, urn, power-points for equipment, fridge
and Garden entry. Tea and coffee not provided.
$100 first day, $25 each extra day (includes cleaning)
$10 per day for local non-profit community groups—please leave
clean or pay $20 cleaning fee.
********
Please discuss all arrangements when you book tours or
accommodation.
On arrival, see Information in log box at Visitor Centre, or on-site
caretaker.
Glenmorgan has basic provisions including diesel and unleaded
fuel. Diesel and unleaded fuel are also available at Surat with
card (PIN) and The Gums. Fuel sales at Meandarra are credit
card (PIN) only.

Find us on

Myall Park Botanic Garden
FACEBOOK and WEB SITE

Keep up to date with the latest news,
workshops etc at

www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN

Every purchase helps the Garden
A

F

Sold
out

E

D

C

B

No.

Fine China Collection— all dishwasher and microwave safe
SERVING/DINNER PLATE 275mm

B

SMALL PLATES 155 mm

C

RICE BOWLS 115mm

$13.50

D

JUG

$20

E

GREVILLEA FINE CHINA MUG 270ml SOLD OUT

F

DOROTHY GORDON MUG

300ml stands 100mm

G

DOROTHY GORDON MUG

270ml stands 90mm

H

Hessian GARDEN BAG with waterproof lining See also on page 7

Robyn Gordon
Sandra Gordon
Merinda Gordon

Sub total

$25

A

I

I

G

$13.50
$13.50
$13.50

250ml, very fine and light

$17.50
$15
$15
$6

LATTE MUG heavy weight china
Leadlight Design. Black on white contemporary style.

$10

‘AUSTRALIAN WILDFLOWER PAINTINGS’
Book of paintings by Dorothy Gordon SOLD OUT

$ 40

GREETING CARDS– featuring Dorothy Gordon
botanical paintings

$ 3.50 Single
$ 22 Set of 8

Unframed WILDFLOWER PRINTS by Dorothy Gordon (20x30 cm)

$ 4.50 each
$ 20 set of 5

2020 Vision

$30

NAME ………………………………………………………………………………...…

SUB TOTAL

ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………….…

DISCOUNT

…………………………………………….………………………………...…………….

SUB TOTAL .
LESS DISCOUNT

Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
1) Post to Box 22 Glenmorgan 4423
2) Or directly into our bank account:
Commonwealth Bank, Dalby. BSB 064-412 Account No. 1000 1195
Account name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.
Reference: (please include your name and that it is for ‘gift shop)

POSTAGE

TOTAL ORDER
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15.00

