FRIENDS OF
MYALL PARK
BOTANIC GARDEN

NEWSLETTER
Vol 30 No 2 Winter 2021

SPRING DAY SUNDAY 29th AUGUST 2021
Our brochures have been sent far and wide so that we will have a BIG day on
Sunday 29th August. The first thing you will notice on arrival will be the colourful
pictures adorning the fence around Janine’s memorial garden. These have been painted
by the children from Glenmorgan school and the playgroup.
After Morning Tea there will be a garden history display open in the seed room and shed for
a short period and then a short walk to Old Eucalypt Way which is where the first plants in
the Garden were planted back in 1941, 80 years ago.
Back to the Mill Shed to be entertained by the highly acclaimed drama group from Miles and
an official opening of the day by the mayor of Western Downs Regional Council, Mayor Paul
McVeigh. There will be a book launch of the third printing of One Man’s Dream and several
stalls to inspect. The students from the Glenmorgan school will have a stall selling many
exquisite hand made items and the plant stall, selling the plants which originated here, the
Gordon Grevilleas and many others popular species.
A barbeque lunch will be available for all and of course, the Garden and Camp Ground is
begging to be explored. Come, join in and spread the word!!!

A Fun Run kickstarts Spring Day. Registrations are now open for this fantastic bush
fun run, in memory of much-loved local, Janine Pechey. All funds raised go towards keeping this Heritage Listed Botanic Garden thriving. Join in and help
celebrate the Garden’s 80 year anniversary!
To enter online, search “Janine Pechey Fun Run” on Trybooking.com, or click
Janine Pechey Fun Run—3.5km or Janine Pechey Fun Run—8.5 km. If you prefer
to enter manually, email MPBGfunrun@gmail.com to request an Entry Form and
payment method details.

DATES for your DIARY: - Spring Day Sunday 29th August
Dragonfly Wire Workshop Saturday 11th September
Thanks to the Roma office of Ann Leahy, MP, Member for Warrego, for her support for our newsletter.
Office: Phone 07 4665 6705 Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Post: PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423
Website: www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
www.facebook.com/myallparkbotanicgarden
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Caretakers Corner
Our first 3 months at MPBG has been busy and
a rapid learning curve for us both. We have
now settled into a routine, so we are able to
explore the gardens and realise the attraction
they have for all visitors.
We have also met all the amazing volunteers,
(who work tirelessly) to keep the gardens in
shape, also Management, Sue and her team
do a fantastic job, great group of people.
So far this has been a great experience for us,
we love the peace and serenity of living in the
Park, and now the plants are all coming into
flower and should be looking great for Spring
Day.
We enjoy meeting and greeting visitors to
MPBG whether they be day visitors, campers
or staying in accommodation, we especially
love that they leave happy, Rod and Julie
Caretakers MPBG.

Generous Gifts
There are many visitors who
donate items or money to the
Garden and we would like to
acknowledge their generosity and
celebrate.
Dick, Joan, Peter, Ross: plants
grown and tended for many
months
Bonnie: water sensor probes, soil
microbe additives
Elizabeth: chairs for The Quarters
Amy: Feedlot manure
Sue: a trailer
Several ex directors and a few
current ones: contributed money
to enable the reprint of One Man’s
Dream at no cost to the Garden
Monetary contributors include:
Alison Adams, Carole Blanche,
Richard & Carole Green, Mary
Johnson, Louise Melville, Richard
Pechey, Denis Sexton & Kay
Williams

RESEARCH

A keen amateur botanist, Ian visited the Garden
recently with John and Ash from USQ, to record local indigenous plants.
Years ago Ian visited and compiled a list and he was keen to compare the
species now appearing. It will be most interesting to compare the two lists
and we look forward to receiving his news.
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Obituary – Lorraine Barnes
All who knew Lorraine Barnes were saddened to hear of her death in February, not long after her
87th birthday. Lorraine was born in Yorkshire, England, worked as a radiographer in London, and
married her English sweetheart Roy in Kenya where they lived and worked until increasing threats
of terrorism decided them to move to Australia in 1961.
After some time looking around, they eventually settled at Cooma, Surat where they brought up
their three children and became an important part of our community. They were people who got
things done, Roy on the property, Lorraine in the community.
Her daughter Anne said in her eulogy ‘For an English lady to go to the wilds of Kenya, and then the
remoteness of rural Qld, it must have been challenging and lonely, especially with babies and
small children to wrangle, but I never heard her complain about any of it… (She) coped and made
the best she could. And she never gave up – if she made up her mind to do something, she did it.’
And Lorraine did it very well. She exercised her people skills by helping out with all kinds of
community ventures such as undertaking an oral history project with the older people of the district
for the local Cobb &Co Museum in Surat.
She was a talented musician and loved to share her passion through teaching both young and old.
She was a great accompanist, and formed several choirs in her time in both Surat and
Glenmorgan, and later in Pittsworth after moving there to retire. I have fond memories of singing
on several occasions with Glenmorgan’s Cobblegun Choir conducted by Lorraine in the gallery at
the Garden.
It wasn’t hard to persuade Lorraine to take on the voluntary position of Art and Gallery Manager at
the Garden in 1999, and it was very apt that the main event to celebrate Dave Gordon’s centenary
that year should be a Festival of Music. Visitors to the Garden will be familiar with the Thongaphone, but few were there to witness its creation – the two musicians engaged as facilitators had
Lorraine Barnes, Carol McCormack, Pat Mitchell and Dorinda Schwennesen cutting PVC pipe and
moulding it into shape over heat. A metal collar was attached at one end of the PVC and they then
lashed the curved lengths together. Gradually this weird ‘instrument’ grew, suspended from the
rafters of the Old Sawmill and at last we could see what it was! It has provided much pleasure and
amusement now for over 20 years.
As Manager, Lorraine was responsible for the events and exhibitions held there, and memorable
ones from her time were botanical art workshops with Gillian Scott and Sally L’Estrange centred
around the creation of the Cyberflora mural, Victoria Cooper’s pinhole photography exhibition
(pictured), and the very popular showing of Dorothy Gordon’s landscapes in 2002.
Around this time, Lorraine was persuaded to become a member of our local Glenmorgan Art
Group by a friend. She attended various art days and workshops and really enjoyed one of the
botanical art workshops which appealed to her scientific nature, but she didn’t stop there. She
continued to paint after moving to Pittsworth, and
when the art group recently celebrated their 50th
anniversary with an exhibition they were very proud
to have Lorraine’s work showing – and in her last
days she expressed her pleasure at being asked to
contribute.
Lorraine is survived by her husband of 62 years
Roy, her 3 children Michael, Anne and Peter,
grandchildren Clare, Jodie,
Fred, Josie, and great grand
daughter Zoe. She was
someone who always gave
110%, and she was very
loved.
Carol McCormack
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The April/May Working Bee
Twelve people in all came and volunteered much time and energy during the
recent working bee. Dick, Peter and Joan brought many plants that they have
grown from seed, Ross brought some rare acacia trees and a few other plants
came from Sue and Jane. It is no small task to plant a single shrub, firstly dig a
deep hole in very hard ground, add water and leave for 12 hours, dig a little
deeper then add four or five different additives to improve the soil plus a little
fertilizer. When this is mixed well with the existing soil the shrub can be planted,
then mulched, then caged, then labelled, then irrigation drippers placed
appropriately. Taking all of this into consideration we are always amazed when
250 plants can be successfully planted, with only a few blisters from the crow bars!
During the working bee we also managed to collect some feed lot manure from a
wonderful neighbour (Amy) and this is now one of the additives when planting.
We also set up a compost pile so that weed species can become useful additions
to the soil.
Julie and Rod, the new caretakers have settled into Terpersie and are doing all
they can to stem the tide of mice and learn how everything works or doesn’t work!
They are doing a wonderful job and we are very appreciative of their contributions.
Rod has managed to get Tilly, the old Toyota ute going again, he is obviously a
master mechanic. Thank you Rod.
The new secretary, Jane, is very keen to see the Camp Ground spruced up and
looking a little more loved. Towards this goal we have constructed a few bush
ccscreens and have planted more shrubs
and grasses. The soil there is very poor
and so the planting area needs to be built
up and improved and then planted with
dense, low shrubs. It is all very time
consuming but we hope will lead to
more campers staying for longer.

A load of weeds from hybrid
garden to start a compost pile.

How would you like a large wire dragon fly to
enhance your garden? There will be a
workshop held at the Gallery on Saturday
11th September to create such a sculpture.
There will be one for the Garden and one for
each participant. Check the web site for
details. Contact Betty Salter 0428695298
Myallparkbotanicgarden.com.au
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“Save Our Waterways Now” visits Myall Park
Botanic Garden
SOWN nursery manager, Dick Harding, has been volunteering at Myall
Park Botanic Garden for about eight years and has been propagating and
planting arid region plants. Dick organised for eight volunteers from SOWN
to visit in June. ‘Planting a single plant at a botanic garden in semi-arid land
is quite time-consuming’ Dick told us. This proved to be an understatement.
In three days of solid work, we planted 57 plants. ‘This would have taken
two hours before morning tea on Enoggera Creek’, SOWN President John
Abbott said.
Despite the hard work and some bad behaviour by mice, everyone from
SOWN enjoyed the crisp mornings, roaring fires, starry nights, 75 bird
species seen, and great company.

AND YET MORE WORKERS
The next working bee group to
arrive at Myall Park will be the
Eremophila Study Group from
Brisbane. They are all very
knowledgeable and will be able to
recommend species, pruning
techniques, planting and irrigation
needs of the many eremophila plants
that we have in the Garden. Perhaps
they will bring a few new species to
add to our collection.
We hope they will also find time to
wander through the Garden and
enjoy the setting. Many thanks to the
leader, Jan Glazebrook, for
suggesting this excursion. We look
forward to learning from them.

Did you know that
the flowers of the
eremophilas
are
shaped
appropriately
for
the dominant
pollinator,
either
bird
or
insect.
Check a flower next
time you have a
chance and guess
the pollinator.
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Rare and threatened species at Myall Park Botanic Garden
From the early 1940’s, Dave Gordon began planting Australian native species at Myall
Park beginning with the eucalypts in what is now the Old Eucalypt Way.
In the mid 1950’s he sent Len Miller and his wife to Western Australia to collect as many
unique species as they could find, to send back to Dave for future propagation. This
evolved over the years resulting in the 90 hectares of Botanic Garden there is today.
Dave’s vision led to the establishment and registration of Myall Park Botanic Garden,
which is now on the State Heritage register. To continue his Dream, we as the honorary
Board and Friends of the Garden have sourced many hundreds of Australian species
and strive to give prominence to those which are endangered or under threat in their
natural environments.
All those connected with the Garden know this story. Our many visitors may not.
Some plant divisions concentrate on specifics such as Proteaceae, Acacias, and
Eucalypts in the Gumnut Walk. However in the wild, plants grow in communities, so
varied plant species in our Honeyeater Walk - near the Bird Hide, Garden for All
Seasons - where something is always flowering, and Western Walk - for arid land
species, have a wider variety.
Extensive replanting has been necessitated by the crippling drought of 2019. Even the
district’s native Belahs, Cypress and Acacias have died in their thousands. We seized
the opportunity to enlarge our water storage and the following rains have resulted in a
rewarding recovery. We have taken the opportunity to extend our species range.
Planted species are indicated around the Garden divisions with green or red labelled
stakes. Red denotes a rare or threatened species. When funds permit, more species will
be given a permanent label indicating botanical names and the states in Australia where
they occur.
There is a substantial cost in providing these plants and the hundreds of labels needed
to present them to our visitors. Volunteers manufacture these but it is a time-consuming
task.
We are calling for donations, both large and small, towards this cost. Of course if possible, we would like you all to come and see for yourselves.
Joan Wilkinson,
Manager, Living Collection
Banking details Myall Park Botanic Gardens Ltd
BSB 064412 Account number 10001195

More and more
caravanners are
discovering Myall
Park and enjoying
the ambience, the
wildlife, the
sunsets and the
Garden walks.
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Report of the birds of Myall Park Botanic Gardens, June 2021
I visited Myall Park Botanic Gardens as part of a group from SOWN led by Dick
Harding. Most of my daylight hours were spent surveying the birds within the Gardens
and on the adjacent lagoon. In the three-day period I identified 75 species and no
doubt a more skilled observer could have found a few more.
In the last 6 years, 183 bird species at Myall Park have been reported to eBird, an
international data base of bird sightings. This means that almost 25% of Australian
birds have been seen in the Gardens. Some of these birds would be resident and
breed in the Garden and others would represent birds on migration from one part of
the continent to another.
Without any doubt, Myall Park is an extremely important sanctuary for a large
proportion of Australian birds, which are declining at an alarming rate. Clearly the
Garden is an avian biodiversity hotspot and although small in area, it “punches above
its weight” in terms of importance to the Brigalow local and migrating birds.
I made 4 visits at different times of day and at all times except for mid-afternoon there
were always birds drinking and or bathing.
Overall, I think for the birds of the Brigalow, Myall Park is very important for the
maintenance of local avian biodiversity and
for ornithologists it is a great
place to study the birds of the
Brigalow. I really enjoyed my
short visit.
Andrew Galbraith
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Grow your own Dinosaur!
Cadellia pentastylis
Ooline or Scrub Myrtle
This beautiful small tree has become vulnerable in the wild. It belongs to the Surianaceae
family and is the sole species in that family. It dates from the Pleistocene period when much
of Australia was rainforest and the climate far wetter than it is today. There are very few
remaining plant species which can claim this ancient history. (Actually the dinosaurs died
out millions of years before the Pleistocene Age but it made a good heading!)
A beautiful specimen of Ooline grows in the Brisbane City Botanic Gardens having been
planted in 1864 – this 25m tall specimen is an outstanding example as the species which is
rarely over 10m. Ooline trees are erect and somewhat irregular with decorative small bright
green leaves and distinctive red new foliage. Five petal flowers are attractive white to pink,
and the trunk has rough tile-pattern bark.
The Ooline tree requires good drainage and reasonably deep and fertile soil - many areas
of Brisbane and its outer reaches suit this requirement. It prefers the company of ‘friends’
and may not do well as a stand-alone feature plant – so plant a grove.
The natural habitat of Ooline is actually on the ranges, extending from northern New South
Wales through the southern to the western Darling Downs and as far north as Central
Queensland. Much of its habitat has
been cleared by the continual burning
by aborigines to create grasslands and
more recently for grazing and farming
practices, however impressive stands
still exist today.
At Myall Park Botanic Garden eight of
these trees were planted last year and
a larger grove added at the western
end of the Garden in April this year.

Photo by Craig Eddie of
Boobook Tours
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Your articles, photographs,
advertisements etc are welcome for
inclusion in this newsletter.
Contact the Administration Officer
Julie Lee
Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com

Material in this newsletter may be
reproduced provided the source is
clearly stated.
Copyright permission should be
obtained for material quoted from other
publications.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE
THIS NEWSLETTER WITH
PHOTOGRAPHS IN FULL COLOUR?

If you opt to receive it by email as a pdf
file, then that’s what awaits you. As
well, you will be helping to cut the
amount of paper we use and transport all over the
country plus the time taken by our volunteers to fold,
staple and post each one.
Please send Betty (see page 10) your email address
which we will use in confidence only for this
purpose.
Alternatively, newsletters may be downloaded directly
from our website www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com

Retail Price List for Books
ADULT
One Man’s Dream new edition
Vision 2020

$20
$30

Brigalow Birds with free DVD

$20

Taste of The Outback

$12

Woodland To Weeds

$40

CHILDREN
Range of Colours
For Sharp Eyes Only

$10
$5

Pinpoint

$7.50

Birdwing’s New Home

$10

For postage cost please contact the Office

The long awaited new edition of “One Man’s Dream”
tells the story of this Garden.
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DONATIONS
All donations of money and goods with a value
of $2 and over are tax-deductible.
Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden
Gift Fund or direct deposit CBA
BSB 064 412 Acct 10204195
Post to: Mrs Betty Salter PO Box 11014,
Centenary Heights Qld 4350

We really appreciate your Friends
Membership.
If you need to renew, please fill in the
form below, and we will update
your record

Current Directors
Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
DIRECTORS
Chairman
Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Other Directors
Wilkinson

Sue Akeroyd
Jane Seddon
Betty Salter
Cassie Robinson,

Joan

Business Management: Betty Salter
Garden Experience: Sue Akeroyd
Living Collection : Joan Wilkinson
Company correspondence to:
The Secretary,
48 Raffles Street, Mt Gravatt Q 4122

We welcome new friends.
Why not introduce a friend or give a gift membership
Don’t let us lose you—Renew or join here
I / We wish to remain / become a Friend of Myall Park Botanic Garden

Subscriptions and Renewals to 30 September 2021
□ Individual: $15
□ Single Life Membership: $300
□ Community Group: $35
□ Business: $100 (with link to webpage) □ Business Life Membership: $1000 (with link to
webpage) Please print:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms……………………………………... I/WE ARE INTERESTED IN ASSISTING WITH:
Address……………………………………………….. O Newsletter production (collect or write articles, layout, etc)
…………………………………...Postcode………….
O Working bees
Telephone…………………………………………..…
O Herbarium (helping with specimens, records etc)
Email…………………………..……………………... O Promotion and Marketing
Receipt required

O Living Collection
O Retail
O Other
(please

indicate
your
interests)
……………………………...…………………….

I wish to add a donation of $....................
(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible)
I wish to receive my newsletters by email…... Yes / No (please circle)
Total Payment enclosed $………………………………...
Payment may be made
1) either directly into our bank account:
Commonwealth Bank, Dalby. BSB 064-412 Account No. 1000 1195
Account name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.
Reference: (please include your name and that it is for ‘subscription’)
2) or by cheque payable to ‘Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.’
Whichever method of payment you use, please send this completed form to:
Mrs B. Salter, PO Box 11014 Centenary Heights Qld 4350
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INFORMATION PAGE

ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATION:

(Linen is not included. Ask about our linen service when you book.)
Garden closed for maintenance 20 Dec—20 Jan each year

VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OTHER TIMES
MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN FEES 2021
A - GARDEN ENTRANCE FEES
Garden and Gallery
$5.00 per person
FRIENDS and under 14 FREE
School children under 14 on excursion $2
Official Guide
$50 plus Garden entry fees
Coach tours $5.00 pp, driver and tour operator free
MPBG Friends Group Membership –each visit, one free entry,
other members visiting at the same time 10% discount
Organised working parties—Free (by prior arrangement only)
B - ACCOMMODATION (Garden entry included)
For bookings, contact Caretakers Ph 07 4665 6855
(May—October, advance bookings advisable)
Friends Members
10% discount.
Tour organisers
Free
Children
under 14 half price, under 6 free.
Linen (if required)
$5 per person (bed linen, towels)
Avochie Cottage:
1 night - 1-2 people $80 - each extra person $20/ night
3 nights - 1-2 people $220 - each extra person $20 /night
1 week - 1-2 people $480 - each extra person $20/night
For above packages, a cleaning fee of $20 will be added if
necessary
Cleaning included for 5 nights or longer.
The Quarters: Rooms 1—4
(guests share kitchen and bathroom facilities)
per person: 1 night $30 3 nights $80 1 week $180
Room 5 : 1-2 person I night $50 -3 nights $130-.Extra person
$10pp p night
Cleaning NOT included in The Quarters packages,
$20 fee added if necessary.
Sole Use of The Quarters—p.o.a.
C - TENTS and VANS (Garden entry included)
All sites: $25 per site for first 2 nights $10 per night after for 1-2
people. Extra person $5.50 per night $20 per site without power
D - CATERING
Meals available Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan ph 07 4665 6727
E - GALLERY HIRE
Includes use of furniture, urn, power-points for equipment, fridge
and Garden entry. Tea and coffee not provided.
$100 first day, $25 each extra day (includes cleaning)
$10 per day for local non-profit community groups—please leave
clean or pay $20 cleaning fee.
********
Please discuss all arrangements when you book tours or
accommodation. On arrival, please check in with the QR code to
be COVID-Safe and see Information in log box at Visitor Centre, or
on-site caretaker.
Diesel and unleaded fuel are available at Surat with card (PIN)
and The Gums. Fuel sales at Meandarra are credit card (PIN) only.

Avochie Cottage - (Right)
Renovated 3 bedroom cottage with
1 double and 2 twin rooms. Bath/
shower and toilet. Electric hot water
system. Open fireplace in sitting
room. New electric stove,
microwave oven, crockery, cutlery,
electric jug, fridge, frypan and
toaster. Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied. Fans, air
cooler, heater , basic furnishings.
The Quarters: (Right)
Renovated inside and out. Two
verandahs, 4 small bedrooms (6
single beds) 1 large bedroom (1
double bed + 1 single with A/C). 2
bathrooms each with bath or
shower, 2 toilets. Electric hot
water. New electric stove, microwave oven, crockery and cutlery,
fridge, electric jug, frypan and toaster. Washing up and cleaning
utensils supplied. Fans, heater, basic furnishings. Open fireplace in
living area.
Caravans/Tents: Connect to the
power on-site and use toilet / shower
facilities at the Gallery complex.
Unpowered sites available.

For all bookings, phone caretakers on 07 4665 6855 or email.
We ask you to leave the accommodation clean when you
depart and to take all rubbish with you. (No collection here.)
CONTACTS
Office
07 4665 6705
Julie Lee
myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Caretakers
07 4665 6855
Rod and Julie
Directors/Managers
Sue Akeroyd
07 3349 8378 or 0415291225
akeroyd.sue@gmail.com
Betty Salter
0428695298 Fax 07 4669 5219
glenfosslyn@bigpond.com
Cassie Robinson
bkrsaddlery@gmail.com
0408558085
Jane Seddon
peejane@optusnet.com.au
0419671185
Joan Wilkinson
JoanLWilkinson@hotmail.com
0429783110

Find us on

Myall Park Botanic Garden
FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM andWEB SITE

Keep up to date with the latest news,
workshops etc at

www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN

Every purchase helps the Garden
A

F

SOLD
OUT

G

E

D

B

C
No.

Fine China Collection— all dishwasher and microwave safe
SERVING/DINNER PLATE 275mm

B

SMALL PLATES 155 mm

C

RICE BOWLS 115mm

$13.50

D

JUG

$20

F

DOROTHY GORDON MUG

300ml stands 100mm

G

DOROTHY GORDON MUG

270ml stands 90mm

Robyn Gordon
Sandra Gordon
Merinda Gordon

250ml, very fine and light

LATTE MUG heavy weight china
Leadlight Design. Black on white contemporary style.
Hessian GARDEN BAG with waterproof lining
Water Bottle with Myall Park Botanic Garden logo
Marcelle Stirling Gift Cards

Sub total

$25

A

I

I

$13.50
$13.50
$13.50

$15
$15
$10
$6
$12
$3.50 each
$12 set of 4

GREETING CARDS– featuring Dorothy Gordon
botanical paintings

$ 3.50 Single
$ 22 Set of 8

Unframed WILDFLOWER PRINTS by Dorothy Gordon (20x30 cm)

$ 4.50 each

BOOKS and postcards—add titles and prices from page 9 please

NAME ………………………………………………………………………………...…

SUB TOTAL

ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………….…

DISCOUNT

…………………………………………….………………………………...…………….

SUB TOTAL .
LESS DISCOUNT

Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
Post to Box 22 Glenmorgan 4423
OR directly into our bank account:
Commonwealth Bank, Dalby. BSB 064-412 Acct Number 1000 1195
Account Name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
Reference (please include your name and “gift shop”

POSTAGE

TOTAL ORDER

Friends of Myall Park Botanic Garden Newsletter Vol. 30 No.2
Page 13

15.00

