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End of the Year
This year is disappearing very quickly but in looking back it has been a very good
year for the Garden. Fairly regular rains have kept the dust down and improved
conditions for all of the Living Collection and the natural grass areas are seeding
profusely. The seed heads catch the sunlight beautifully.
We have had a lot of visitors this year, the majority of them using our camping
facilities. In September Avochie proved to be the most popular accommodation
closely followed by Room 5 at The Quarters. The caretakers love to meet all of the
visitors and chat about the Garden and also learn of their travel plans, where they
have been and what is their next destination. Many of our visitors say that they are
sorry that they can not stay longer.

When our Camp Shelter has been built we hope that it will be well utilized by the
campers to swap yarns and “best spots”. The contract with the builder has been
signed but there have been delays with the supply of materials. Hopefully, by end of
year, we will have a
completed shelter ready
to welcome next year’s
campers and
caravanners.

DATES for your DIARY: AGM Sunday 5th December 2021 Croquet Club East Toowoomba 10am
Glass House Working Bee 3rd—7th April 2022
Friends Working Bee 24th—30th April 2022
Thanks to the Dalby office of Ann Leahy, MP, Member for Warrego, for her support for our newsletter.
Office: Phone 07 4665 6705 Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Post: PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423
Website: www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
www.facebook.com/myallparkbotanicgarden
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August 29th, Spring Day
Spring Day was a great success this year, financially and as a social gathering.
Covid did not disrupt plans and the predicted storm did not eventuate. There
were record numbers of entrants in the Fun Runs and Meg Cau organized and
ran the two events most expertly.
Morning Tea proved to be a social gathering for the whole community, and the
stalls offered an interesting variety for shoppers.
Ann Leahy opened the celebrations and reminded all that over 3000 hours of
volunteer work has been contributed this year.
A new edition of “One Man’s Dream” was launched by Carol McCormack. It is
wonderful to have copies of Dave Gordon’s story available once again.
The Miles Arts Council Drama Group entertained all with a wonderful radio play
“Queen Bea”.
When the Seed Room was opened for the Garden History Display it was quite
amazing how many of those who wandered through the display commented on
their earlier visits to the Garden and working with Dave, or shearing his sheep
or reaping crops from the land. A reminder that the Garden is an integral part
of the local community and its history.
Old Eucalypt Way was where Dave began planting back in 1942 and a guided
walk was another important part of the celebrations on this special day.
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Caretakers Corner
The current caretakers, Julie and Rod Lee, are
away from the garden at the writing of this
newsletter so I am taking the opportunity to reflect
on how they have “value added” in their time so far.
We have been blessed with the quality of
caretakers we have had – each bringing varied
skills and experience – and Julie and Rod are no
exception.
Julie has brought her organisational skills and
practical knowhow to the retail side of the garden.
We now have a new payWave Eftpos machine (yes
she has dragged us into the 21st century!) and she
has applied some creativity with the merchandise
displays which have improved the sale of some of
our “slow” items. Julie has also been meticulous in
processes for welcoming and checking in guests
and visitors which has been very important in
Covid times.
Rod has put his skills and experience as a
mechanic to excellent use. Rod has succeeded in
getting “Tilly” the old Hilux ute back to life, where
many have tried and failed. He has cleaned and
serviced all the machinery and tools and they are
working like a charm.
Like past caretakers, they are keeping an eye on
the wildlife and they are a great support to the
Directors and volunteers.
The role of the caretaker in ensuring guests and
visitors have a positive experience and in the
maintenance of infrastructure, such as irrigation,
machinery and facilities is critical to the Garden
increasing revenue and reducing costs so we
continue in a strong position. Rod and Julie have
made a huge contribution in this.
We are very grateful for their contribution and care.

Generous Contributors
Many people, when booking accommodation or
purchasing retail items or
renewing subscriptions,
add a little extra as a donation. All of these are truly
appreciated and used to
improve the Garden
experience for all visitors.

Others donating money
include:
Noel
Oxley Creek Catchment
Joy Garlic
Alan Withers
Andrew Lau
Patty Munro
Greg Lewis
Robert Adamson
NPQ
Several anonymous
Other donations include
timber from Brendan and
work to prepare for glass
house, Dave
Many thanks to all.

Jane Seddon, Secretary

The Annual General Meeting of Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd will be
held on Sunday December 5th in the Toowoomba Croquet Club Rooms
on the corner of Lindsay and Arthur Streets, East Toowoomba.
The meeting will commence at 10am. All members and Friends are
welcome to attend, but only members are eligible to vote.
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The Garden is Fighting Back—after the Drought
Resurgence following the devastating drought in 2019 and into 2020 is rewarding our
decision to fight back and not just walk away from the havoc it wrought.
Our most significant losses were
the original Gordon Grevilleas. All
were lost. We had been planting
all of the ‘Gordon’ hybrids widely
around the Garden for years.
Many of these have survived and
continue in good health. The
parent grevillea species have not
been so lucky and replacement of
these has been our first priority.
Although Grevillea ‘Merinda
Gordon’ has been difficult to
reproduce, one of its parent
grevilleas, G. asteriscosa is
thriving at the Gallery.
Grevillea asteriscosa

Grevillea seedlings are emerging
following good seasonal rains, so we
may have some interesting naturally
occurring hybrids to discover.
Plans for a resurgent Proteaceae
Division have been a priority for ‘Friend’
of the Garden, Dick Harding. His 2020
and 2021 selections of predominantly
species under threat in their native
habitats, are not only thriving but already
flowering.
Some older remnants of Dave Gordon’s
Hakea Division as this area once was,
are still to be seen. Hakea chordophylla,
‘The Bonsai Tree’, as very old records
have confirmed, now has its correct
name. Several Hakea lorea subsp. lorea
are also thriving nearby.
Hakea chordophylla
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In a difficult and seemingly hostile environment of stony and bare ground, our species
variety has been complemented by a large planting of Eremophilas. This is a newly
irrigated area with a well-devised layout of garden beds displaying species grouped
according to growth habit and flowering and pollination times. It is the work of the
Queensland Eremophila Study Group who propagated and donated the plants and gave
of their time to install them. As this area is adjacent to the camping ground and the
accommodation cottages, future displays will be easy to visit.
Many new species have been planted in the Gallery gardens, with the fallen but
spectacular Grevillea banksii
proving that calamities need not
be disasters.

The newly restored Hybrid
Gardens, with first plantings in
August 2020, show the diversity
of current garden hybrids
available in native plant nurseries.
They are already flowering
profusely and their proximity to
the Gallery ensures many visits in
the years to come.
Outer areas of the Garden have
not been neglected. The recent
good rainfalls and the resurgence
of species originally thought to be
lost, is heart-warming. Many of
Dave Gordon’s original plantings and those planted since, are fighting back. In time,
replacement plantings will show their true colours and blend well with historical plantings.
The COVID months of travel restrictions have actually been a benefit to the Garden
regarding increased visitor
numbers. Some of them
have made much
appreciated
donations, all
of which have been used to
progress our work. We thank
all who have helped us in
our fight-back against
unpredictable setbacks.
This recovery could not have
been achieved without our
enthusiastic volunteers as
close to 3000 hours have
been contributed this year.
Hybrid Garden
This confirms that our choice was the correct one, but now we need to consolidate our
progress.
We are looking for more people to be part of the actual day to day running of the Garden.
The committee membership should not be static and new personnel with ‘different’ eyes
and varying interests will be needed to keep an organisation such as Myall Park Botanic
Garden there for future generations.
Joan Wilkinson

Manager, Living Collection
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Solar Pump Replacement
Our previous caretaker, Don, found that the solar pump which fills the rhino
tank, our irrigation reservoir, was not working reliably. He managed to keep
it running by being very creative and using the back-up petrol pump quite
often.
When Don and Gail moved on and Rod became the new caretaker he
worked long and hard to have it all running more efficiently but it was an
impossible task and the petrol pump was being used almost every day.
At this point Lionel, from Property Water Solutions was contacted and within
a few short weeks a new system was installed and it has been running
beautifully ever since.

Garden Glimpses
Anigozanthos flavidus or Kangaroo Paw

Banksia blechnifolia flower

Grevillea robusta in
full flower
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Working Bees Galore
There have been many working bees held this year and the Garden is certainly
benefitting from all of the hard work. Many of the visitors also comment on how
impressed they are with all of the work being done by the volunteers and prior to
Spring Day one of the campers joined in and gave valuable assistance at a water
table during the Fun Run and then at the Morning Tea table. They enjoyed being
part of the team.
As well as Friends working bees and the regular assistance from OCCA (Oxley
Creek Catchment Association) we were fortunate to have a large group from
SOWN (Save our Waterways Now) come out and work hard as well as a group
from the Eremophila Study Group, part of Native Plants Queensland. The
Eremophila specialists brought many plants and they were all planted in the area
adjacent to the Camping Area and up towards High Tank. What a display they will
put on in a year or two, though many are
flowering already!
The Friends Working Bee planned for April next
year (24th to 30th) will include some planting,
more renewal in the Camping Area, especially
around the new Camp Shelter and creating a new
walk from the Camping Area, through the new
eremophila area and on to High Tank and Hybrid
Garden. Who has booked a spot to come and
help?
One of our regular, hard working
volunteers, Marie Hollingworth, was
walking back to The Quarters when she
noticed a hollowed out stump. Later in
the day she gathered rocks and various
other things and planted a small piece
of orchid. It is already beginning to
flower and one day will light up the
Garden as this Cymbidium canaliculatum
does at the beginning of Hybrid Garden.
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Glass House Renewal
For many years now, those who visit regularly have been worrying about the
Glass House. It was built back in the 1950’s and some of the timber roof
beams are quite rotten. “Something must be done” was the cry but by whom
and how and at what cost? On a return visit will we find shards of glass six
inches thick on the floor?
Fortunately the timber held and we applied for a small grant from the Heritage
Department of Queensland Government and were successful.
That was step 1. Now to find someone who could mastermind the operation.
Jane, our secretary, asked a friend and he agreed. Thank you Dave!
Noel and Mike from OCCA, were looking for a challenge prior to Spring Day
and they painstakingly removed all of the glass panels and carefully labelled
and stored them.
Dave, who agreed to be the building supervisor, came to look at the structure
and within a few hours had generated a full materials list.
The materials are now being bought, and painted in readiness for the working
bee in early April
which will see the
building renewed at
long last.

The Glass House in
its current state

Dorothy
Gordon
inspecting seedlings
in
what
was
originally
Dave’s
“Misting House”
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Your articles, photographs,
advertisements etc are welcome for
inclusion in this newsletter.
Contact the Administration Officer
Julie Lee
Email: myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com

Material in this newsletter may be
reproduced provided the source is
clearly stated.
Copyright permission should be
obtained for material quoted from other
publications.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE
THIS NEWSLETTER WITH
PHOTOGRAPHS IN FULL COLOUR?

If you opt to receive it by email as a pdf
file, then that’s what awaits you. As
well, you will be helping to cut the
amount of paper we use and transport all over the
country plus the time taken by our volunteers to fold,
staple and post each one.
Please send Betty (see page 10) your email address
which we will use in confidence only for this
purpose.
Alternatively, newsletters may be downloaded directly
from our website www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com

Retail Price List for Books
ADULT
One Man’s Dream new edition
Vision 2020

$20
$30

Brigalow Birds with free DVD

$20

Taste of The Outback

$12

Woodland To Weeds

$40

CHILDREN
Range of Colours
For Sharp Eyes Only

$10
$5

Pinpoint

$7.50

Birdwing’s New Home

$10

For postage cost please contact the Office

The long awaited new edition of “One Man’s Dream”
tells the story of this Garden.
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DONATIONS
All donations of money and goods with a value
of $2 and over are tax-deductible.
Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden
Gift Fund or direct deposit CBA
BSB 064 412 Acct 10204195
Post to: Mrs Betty Salter PO Box 11014,
Centenary Heights Qld 4350

We really appreciate your Friends
Membership.
If you need to renew, please fill in the
form below, and we will update
your record

Current Directors
Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
DIRECTORS
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Other Directors
Wilkinson

Sue Akeroyd
Jane Seddon
Betty Salter
Cassie Robinson,

Joan

Business Management: Betty Salter
Garden Experience: Sue Akeroyd
Living Collection : Joan Wilkinson
Company correspondence to:
The Secretary,
48 Raffles Street, Mt Gravatt Q 4122

We welcome new friends.
Why not introduce a friend or give a gift membership
Don’t let us lose you—Renew or join here
I / We wish to remain / become a Friend of Myall Park Botanic Garden

Subscriptions and Renewals to 30 September 2022
□ Individual: $15
□ Single Life Membership: $300
□ Community Group: $35
□ Business: $100 (with link to webpage) □ Business Life Membership: $1000 (with link to
webpage) Please print:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms……………………………………... I/WE ARE INTERESTED IN ASSISTING WITH:
Address……………………………………………….. O Newsletter production (collect or write articles, layout, etc)
…………………………………...Postcode………….
O Working bees
Telephone…………………………………………..…
O Herbarium (helping with specimens, records etc)
Email…………………………..……………………... O Promotion and Marketing
Receipt required yes/no
O Living Collection
O Retail
I wish to add a donation of $....................
O Other
(please
indicate
your
interests)
(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible)
……………………………...…………………….
Receipt required yes/no
I wish to receive my newsletters by email…...
Yes / No (please circle)
Total Payment enclosed $………………………………...
Payment may be made
1) either directly into our bank account:
Commonwealth Bank, Dalby. BSB 064-412 Account No. 1000 1195
Account name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.
Reference: (please include your name and that it is for ‘subscription’)
2) or by cheque payable to ‘Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd.’
Whichever method of payment you use, please send this completed form to:
Mrs B. Salter, PO Box 11014 Centenary Heights Qld 4350 email glenfosslyn@bigpond.com
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INFORMATION PAGE

ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATION:

(Linen is not included. Ask about our linen service when you book.)
Garden closed for maintenance 20 Dec—20 Jan each year

VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OTHER TIMES
MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN FEES 2021
A - GARDEN ENTRANCE FEES
Garden and Gallery
$5.00 per person
FRIENDS and under 14 FREE
School children under 14 on excursion $2
Official Guide
$50 plus Garden entry fees
Coach tours $5.00 pp, driver and tour operator free
MPBG Friends Group Membership –each visit, one free entry,
other members visiting at the same time 10% discount
Organised working parties—Free (by prior arrangement only)
B - ACCOMMODATION (Garden entry included)
For bookings, contact Caretakers Ph 07 4665 6855
(May—October, advance bookings advisable)
Friends Members
10% discount.
Tour organisers
Free
Children
under 6 free.
Linen (if required)
$5 per person (bed linen, towels)
Avochie Cottage:
1 night - 2 people $80 - each extra person $20/ night
For above packages, a cleaning fee of $20 will be added if
necessary
The Quarters: Rooms 1—4
(guests share kitchen and bathroom facilities)
per room: 1 night $30
Room 5 : 1 or 2 persons $70 per night
Cleaning NOT included in The Quarters packages,
$20 fee added if necessary.
C - TENTS and VANS (Garden entry included)
All powered sites: $25 per site for 2 people. Extra person $10/day
Unpowered site $20 per site for 2 people. Extra person $10/ day
D - CATERING
Meals available Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan ph 07 4665 6727
E - GALLERY HIRE
Includes use of furniture, urn, power-points for equipment, fridge
and Garden entry. Tea and coffee not provided.
$100 first day, $25 each extra day (includes cleaning)
$20 per day for local non-profit community groups—please leave
clean or pay $20 cleaning fee.
********
Please discuss all arrangements when you book tours or
accommodation. On arrival, please check in with the QR code to
be COVID-Safe and see Information in log box at Visitor Centre, or
on-site caretaker.
Diesel and unleaded fuel are available at Surat with card (PIN)
and The Gums. Fuel sales at Meandarra are credit card (PIN) only.

Avochie Cottage - (Right)
Renovated 3 bedroom cottage with
1 double and 2 twin rooms. Bath/
shower and toilet. Electric hot water
system. Open fireplace in sitting
room. New electric stove,
microwave oven, crockery, cutlery,
electric jug, fridge, frypan and
toaster. Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied. Fans, air
cooler, heater , basic furnishings.
The Quarters: (Right)
Renovated inside and out. Two
verandahs, 4 small bedrooms (6
single beds) 1 large bedroom (1
double bed + 1 single with A/C). 2
bathrooms each with bath or
shower, 2 toilets. Electric hot
water. New electric stove, microwave oven, crockery and cutlery,
fridge, electric jug, frypan and toaster. Washing up and cleaning
utensils supplied. Fans, heater, basic furnishings. Open fireplace in
living area.
Caravans/Tents: Connect to the
power on-site and use toilet / shower
facilities at the Gallery complex.
Unpowered sites available.

For all bookings, phone caretakers on 07 4665 6855 or email.
We ask you to leave the accommodation clean when you
depart and to take all rubbish with you. (No collection here.)
CONTACTS
Office
07 4665 6705
Julie Lee
myallparkbotanic@bigpond.com
Caretakers
07 4665 6855
Rod and Julie
Directors/Managers
Sue Akeroyd
07 3349 8378 or 0415291225
akeroyd.sue@gmail.com
Betty Salter
0428695298 Fax 07 4669 5219
glenfosslyn@bigpond.com
Cassie Robinson
cassrobinson96@gmail.com
0408558085
Jane Seddon
peejane@optusnet.com.au
0419671185
Joan Wilkinson
JoanLWilkinson@hotmail.com
0429783110

Myall Park Botanic Garden

Find us on

FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM andWEB SITE

Keep up to date with the latest news,
workshops etc at

www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN

Every purchase helps the Garden
A

F

SOLD
OUT

E

D

C

B

No.

Fine China Collection— all dishwasher and microwave safe

$25

A

SERVING/DINNER PLATE 275mm

B

SMALL PLATES 155 mm

C

RICE BOWLS 115mm

$13.50

D

JUG

$20

F

DOROTHY GORDON MUG

Robyn Gordon
Sandra Gordon
Merinda Gordon

250ml, very fine and light
300ml stands 100mm

Hessian GARDEN BAG with waterproof lining
Water Bottle with Myall Park Botanic Garden logo
Marcelle Stirling Gift Cards

Sub total

$13.50
$13.50
$13.50

$15
$12
$12
$3.50 each
$12 set of 4

GREETING CARDS– featuring Dorothy Gordon
botanical paintings

$ 3.50 Single
$ 22 Set of 8

Unframed WILDFLOWER PRINTS by Dorothy Gordon (20x30 cm)

$ 4.50 each

BOOKS and postcards—add titles and prices from page 9 please

NAME ………………………………………………………………………………...…

SUB TOTAL

ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………….…

DISCOUNT

…………………………………………….………………………………...…………….

SUB TOTAL .
LESS DISCOUNT

Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
Post to Box 22 Glenmorgan 4423
OR directly into our bank account:
Commonwealth Bank, BSB 064-412 Acct Number 1000 1195
Account Name: Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd
Reference (please include your name and “gift shop”)

POSTAGE

TOTAL ORDER
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15.00

