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MYALL PARK  

BOTANIC GARDEN 

NEWSLETTER 

Vol 31 No 2 Winter 2022 

Thanks to the Dalby office of Ann Leahy, MP, Member for Warrego, for her support for our newsletter. 

 

  Phone 07 4665 6705 or 0497 215 226 Email: myallparkbotanic@gmail.com    

 Post: PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423  

Website: www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com 

www.facebook.com/myallparkbotanicgarden 

DATES for your DIARY:  -   

Tree planting at Glenmorgan School  for Queen’s Jubilee 26th August 

Spring Day Sunday August 28th  “Growing your own plants.” 

Spring Day 

Although it is cold right now, Spring is not far away and with the rain we have had 

this year and last, there will be a magnificent display of flowers and new growth.   

The day starts early with  Fun Runs, the 8.5 klm run  for the fittest, then a 3.5 klm 

around the loop road for runners or those who prefer to walk and then possibly a 

Mini Run for  serious contenders who are under 7.   A free breakfast will be ready 

for the runners as they complete their run. 

Stalls will be busy offering a  wide range of native plants and the Gallery has several 

new items for sale too.  The raffle is a multi draw with some great prizes.  After 

Morning Tea we invite all interested in propagating plants to gather for an interactive 

workshop where we all share tips, tricks, successes and failures when attempting to 

grow new plants from seeds, cuttings, layering or division. 

While this workshop is underway there will be a creative craft session for children 

interested in creating bush creatures from gum nuts, seeds and other natural       

materials. 

After lunch  there will be a “WOW” moment when we reveal the newly renovated 

Glass House (Misting House) and revisit the Seed Room.  

Our wonderful supporters in the Glenmorgan Art Group have another surprise back 

in the Gallery, an Art Exhibition, titled  “ Art in the Garden”. 

The Fun Run details will be sent out separately and available on our facebook page 

Add the date to your calendar…...Sunday August 28th 
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GARDEN GLIMPSES all photos taken by Sue Akeroyd 

New items for sale in 
the Gallery, soft cotton 
scarves. 

Our Wonga Vine, Pandora 
pandorana above and the 
stunning Grevillea fililoba up 
close 

This Hakea orthorrhyncha bush looks 
as though it is on fire from a distance 

Hakea subsulcata 
showing its true worth 
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Rainfall this year 514 mm 

Generous donors 
David and Theresa King shared their    
photos at the Photography Exhibition and  
donated all proceeds to the Garden. 

Michael von Pein has cut and donated 150 
stakes for our plant labelling.  

Dan and Karen Penfold and their      
daughters from “Old Bombine” have       
donated many ute loads of cow manure  to 
help in our soil improvement trials. 

Many of our supporters donated money 
towards a  reprint of Dorothy Gordon’s 
book, “Australian Wildflower Paintings” 

Carolyn Mason generously organised the 
invites and paid for the  delicious food at 
the Morning Tea in the Gallery in April. 

Researching Soil Microbes 

Planting at Myall Park is quite time consuming and therefore it is quite concerning 
and frustrating to find that the plant dies, looks miserable or suffers insect attack 
during the first two or three years.  We have tried to guess the cause of our “failure 
to thrive” plants, without 
success. 

A new visitor to the    
Garden has a lively     
interest in soil microbes 
and so he is leading us in 
a new direction to trial 
some plots and record 
any changes in plant 
growth.  The first trial 
was set up in June in the 
Western Walk area.  The 
area chosen was almost 
bare of vegetation and 
was divided into three 
sections.  We are hoping 
by Spring Day there will 
be some interesting 
changes. 

Caretakers Corner 
Mandy and I arrived in the 
middle of January to take over 
as caretakers of the Garden. 

It has been an eventful 6 
months especially with the  
ongoing rain events which 
have caused a few problems. 

We have been cut off several 
times but the rain has also 
made a dramatic change to 
the Garden and surrounding 
area.  Bird life has increased 
and new flowers are             
appearing. 

We are both looking forward 
to seeing what the next six 
months brings.  Kevin Pearce 
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 The completed Glass House is a “must see” when next you visit the Garden.  
Thanks to a grant from the Queensland Government Heritage Department and 
well over 450 volunteer hours, the Glass House is no longer in danger of collapse.  
We were able to source the same pattern of glass and used the same louvre 
frames and glass.  Check it out on Spring Day by which time  the putty will have 
dried sufficiently for us to paint the window frames. 

 

 

In our Summer newsletter we included an  
article on Henry Nix who sadly passed away 
in February this year.  Henry and his wife 
Katharine were friends of the Gordons and 
always very interested in and supportive of 
the Garden. 

Katharine recently sent us a card on which is 
a beautiful sketch (done by Henry’s son       
Jonathan) of how Henry is remembered by 
his grandchildren.  They called their        
grandfather “Gronkus Bird” because of his 
deep interest in birds, and with the family’s 
permission, the sketch is shown here. 

Misting House  
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2003 Imprints, Journeys and Connections – edge of the escarpment          

opposite the Gallery 
 
Site specific artwork by Pamela Croft and Stephen Newton, with generous        
collaboration from artist, 
Cheryl Moodai Robinson.  
Created in July, 2003 as 
an artist-in-residence  
programme, through   
Flying Arts Inc. and made 
possible with generous 
assistance from the     
Regional Arts Fund, a        
Commonwealth         
Government initiative 
supporting the arts in   
regional and remote  
Australia. 
The artists have used wood and stone-carving, ochre application and the natural 
environment.  All the carvings show the weathering of the almost 20 years since 
they were created. 

 

Journeys and Connections 

"The tree is an ancestral being and a symbol of life in many cultures" 

This site looks out onto several existing angophoras which have been carved with 
the symbols of journey and meeting place.  Like large message sticks, the six   
elements draw attention to the second site above the waterfall.   

 

Imprints 

This site is inspired by the flat rock shelf which becomes a waterfall after rain, 
leaving small waterholes afterwards.  The artists have used the aboriginal       
symbols of waterhole and connections on this rock to reflect on the sustenance of 
the area. This site embodies a place where people come to hunt, gather and 
meet.  The site also contains the meeting place symbol, and all the markings 
have been treated with ochres from the area - the grinding pits are still visible. 

A ‘bothways’ dialogue has been explored with this work, which includes aboriginal 
and western relationships 
to land, a sense of place 
and connections to each     
other.  Like the natural 
environment these       
artworks will change 
slowly over time.  

Visitors are invited into a 
contemplative site – a 
place of gathering and 
rest.                                                

 

More Myall Park Botanic Garden Artwork 
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 Friends working bee – April 2022 

This is the last ‘Friends of MPBG’ April working bee. From next year we will all   
become ‘Members’, with the changes in our new Constitution. The working bee  
itself won’t change. 

This was one of the longest working bees we have had with the first arrival on 19th 
April and the last straggler leaving on May 2

nd
.   Sixteen people came and went to 

suit their own timetables so we were most grateful for the huge contribution made.  

David and Theresa King’s photography exhibition was finalised although they could 
not visit because of Covid issues; Mike and Noel with a team of painters completed 
work on the Misting House; 200 plants went into the ground  successfully with all 
the accompanying preparation, labelling and caging; irrigation lines were laid  to 
open up new areas and replace aging polypipe; Buffel grass was dug out – 2 solid 
days’ work with much more to remove in the future; our tree-popper had a        
thorough workout with large areas of acacia seedlings being easily removed from 
the Garden divisions; drought losses, both trees and shrubs, were cut down and 
removed as were some large local acacias growing in the wrong places; native 
grasses proliferating after good summer rains needed brush-cutting, including    
access to the lovely trees in the Mallee Walk; and almost a full week of dedicated 
cactus removal and packaging ready for their new home at the Glenmorgan tip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lynda with the 
tree popper   
removing   
unwanted  
acacias.   
Photo by Joan 
Wilkinson 

A brief break to        
relax and enjoy the 
Camp Ground and 
the company. Photo 
by Kevin Pearce 

Eremophila      
calorhabdos Photo 
by Peter Kerr 
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Not included in the plants added to the Garden collection were the 40 or more planted with 
new gardens prepared and mulched by Jane, who worked tirelessly on her own to beautify 
the Camp Grounds. As well as creating a diverse planting of colourful flowering shrubs time 
will see improved privacy and shade for visitors at the camping sites. 

Walk notes were checked, some needed revision owing to drought losses of prominent  
species. Walking Trails re-emerged and labelling was improved. The Garden Numbered 
Walk was finalised with new points of interest since it had lost its relevance after the 
drought. A new map indicating the Garden’s outstanding features is now available for      
visitors.  

Specialised areas of the Garden including the Gordon Grevillea Walk, Garden for all      
Seasons, and the Acacia Divisions also needed review and this is well underway with new 
plantings being prioritised. New walk notes will then be re-issued. 

Margie and Ross Easton were settled in their favourite camping spot when we all arrived. 
They continued working after we had left on their dedicated efforts to control our Mother of 
Millions’ outbreaks. The Garden divisions are almost weed free but other areas need       
periodic retreatment. We are indebted to them for their contributions. 

Generally, on arrival at the Garden – often our first visit for the year – the amount of work 
needed seems overwhelming. On our departure, this is superseded by our feelings of     
satisfaction at the almost magical transformation that a small but dedicated group of        
volunteers can achieve. 

Joan Wilkinson, Manager Living Collection 

 

 
 

Margie and Ross Easton returning from a day of spraying Moms.  Photo by 
Joan Wilkinson 
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MORNING TEA AT MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN 
 

Some 23 people attended the morning tea at the Garden hosted by the Board to foster            
relationships and contacts with the Garden and its community on Wednesday 27 April. We were 
delighted to welcome people with long and deep connections to the Garden. This included one of 
the first committee members and former Director, Joan Schwennesen, with her husband George, 
Carol McCormack a former Director and active member of the Glenmorgan Art Group (GAG), 
with her daughter-in-law Jen, who is a local, and Cindy Grimes the coordinator of GAG.   
 
Good ideas were contributed, both new ones and actions from past years that worked well, about 
guiding the Garden into the future and for activities to activate more local interest. Commitment is 
there for the Garden to do our bit to combat climate change and for survival of the flora and bird 
species for future generations.  
 
Everyone including the volunteers at the Friends’ working bee enjoyed learning more about future    
activities in this way, as did our caretakers Kevin and Mandy who started in January  this year. 
 
The morning tea was held  in the Gallery, among the paintings by Dorothy Gordon,  Dorothy had 
been an active member of GAG, and GAG was funded to create the beautiful mural on the      
outside wall. It was a fitting setting to share the exciting news of the impending publication of a 
second edition of Dorothy’s book Australian Wildflower Paintings. The first edition has been sold 
out for some time, however two generous donors have each given new boxed copies, both 
signed by Dave Gordon. 
 
Jane spoke of some of the activities occurring with the local community, including the schools, 
and their  involvement in events with the Garden. She also spoke about the  Tree Planting for the 
Queen’s Jubilee celebration at the school in Glenmorgan and  at The End of the Line Park. 
 
 
Thank you to Carolyn for organising the event, and to Karen at the End of the Line Café for the 
delicious food. 

Sue Akeroyd 



 Myall Park Botanic Garden Newsletter Vol. 31 No.2 

  Page 9 

 

  

“A Walk In The Park” 
We had a small but very enthusiastic crowd at the Garden on Sunday June 
19th to celebrate the beautiful Photography Exhibition “A Walk In The Park”.  
David and Theresa King showcased some of their photographs taken at the 
Garden over the last thirteen years.   The Kings also visited the local school 
and encouraged the students to take a photo to add to the exhibition.  The 
Kings’ photos have now been taken down but some are in the Gallery and all 
are for sale.  All proceeds go to Myall Park for further improvements in facilities 
and the Garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

David and Theresa with two 
of the student photographers, 
Rosie and Gracie Grams 

Photo by Joan Wilkinson 

Student photographs in the 
Gallery 

Photo by Jane Seddon 
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A Silent Menace 
For some years now, we have been aware of small cactus, mainly prickly pear appearing in 
areas of the Garden.  After a particularly wet season (for Glenmorgan), we planned to    
concentrate on their  vigilant removal at our Friends working bee in April. 

Marie, Robyn and Brad began the process near the camping and accommodation area and 
Old Eucalypt Way. They reported much more and bigger cactus than were expected, with 
large cactus of several different species being removed and bagged. 

Robyn and Brad, although not relishing the prickles and spines, managed several full days 
of careful collection. A break was called for and gratefully enjoyed by helping to clear a 
parking area for the Mallee Walk. But the cactus bug and a sense of great achievement saw 
Brad again wielding his machete so he and Robyn could grub out the roots.   

The Mallee Walk had many more clumps of large cactus. Colonies of huge Cereus cacti, 
and there were several different species flowering profusely and loaded with bright red 
fruits. Birds find these very inviting and fly away in all directions to deposit the seeds. The 
Night-flowering Cereus cactus, doesn’t produce fruit.  

In all, the Cactus Crew removed 48 large bags of cactus which were then taken to the     
refuse pit at Glenmorgan. Such an achievement in such a short time! 

Cereus cactus is a threat to crops and grazing lands and Goondiwindi shire has an        
eradication programme currently underway. 

A more unusual find was a low-growing, almost prostrate form of Harrisia cactus             
(see photo). It was identified by the Queensland Museum. Sandy Pollock of Queensland 
Weed Spotters was concerned that it was viable in the area, as it forms low growing        
colonies which can entangle cattle. Its spines are 3-4 cm long. 

If you see invasive cacti in your region, record images, note location details and contact the 
Queensland Herbarium on (07) 3199 7671, email a photo 
to Queensland.Herbarium@qld.gov.au, use the weed spotter app for Android smartphones 
or contact Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23. 
 
 

mailto:Queensland.Herbarium@qld.gov.au
https://comms.des.qld.gov.au/ch/17056/2cycc83/2485262/gtuZfLorYaJbMTITgJ.bOk7oi13al_xo.3Ja98Z1.html
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
THIS NEWSLETTER WITH  

PHOTOGRAPHS IN FULL COLOUR?  

 

If you opt to receive it by email as a pdf 
file, then that’s what awaits you. As 
well, you will be helping to cut the 
amount of paper we use and transport all over the 
country plus the time taken by our volunteers to fold, 

staple and post each one. 

Please send Betty (see page 12) your email address 
which we will use in confidence only for this 

purpose.  

Alternatively, newsletters may be downloaded directly 

from our website www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com 

Your articles, photographs,  

advertisements etc are welcome for  

inclusion in this newsletter.  

Contact the Chairperson  

Sue Akeroyd 

Email: myallparkbotanic@gmail.com 

Mobile phone  0497 215 226 

 

Material in this newsletter may be  

reproduced provided the source is  

clearly stated.  

Copyright permission should be  

obtained for material quoted from other  

publications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retail Price List for Books 
ADULT 

One Man’s Dream new edition 

 

$20 

Vision 2020 $30 

Brigalow Birds with free DVD $20 

Taste of The Outback $12 

Woodland To Weeds $40 

Australian Wildflower Paintings by Dorothy Gordon 
1st edition Boxed and signed (only 2 available) 

$150 

Outback   by Scott Bridle $65 

CHILDREN 

Range of Colours 

 

$10 

For Sharp Eyes Only $5 

Pinpoint $7.50 

Birdwing’s New Home $10 

For postage cost  please contact the Office  
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Current Directors  

Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd 
 

DIRECTORS 

Chairman              Sue Akeroyd     

Vice-Chairman       

Secretary                  Jane Seddon 

Treasurer       Betty Salter 

Other Directors Cassie Robinson, Joan 
Wilkinson  

      

Business Management:  Betty Salter  

Garden Experience: Sue Akeroyd 

Living Collection : Joan Wilkinson 

Company correspondence to:  

The Secretary,  

48 Raffles Street, Mt Gravatt Q 4122 

 

DONATIONS 

All donations of money and goods with a value 
of $2 and over are tax-deductible. 

Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden 
Gift Fund or direct deposit  CBA  

BSB 064 412   Acct 10204195 

Post to:  Mrs Betty Salter PO Box 11014, 
Centenary Heights Qld 4350 

Plant Profile 

   

 

 

We really appreciate your   

Membership however at present we are 
revising the membership form to make 
the changes agreed at the AGM.  The 

new form will be available in late      
September/early October. 

 
The most photographed  tree 
in the Garden, also referred to 
as The Bonsai Tree, has     
enjoyed a good season and is 
full of flower buds.  Let us 
hope the flowers remain until 
Spring Day. 

Hakea chordophylla, with the 
common name of Bootlace 
Oak, can be found in all of the 
northern states of Australia.  
Will the flowers be as beautiful 
as those shown below? 
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN FEES 2022 
 

A  -  GARDEN ENTRANCE FEES 
Garden and Gallery   $5.00 per person    
MEMBERS and under 14   FREE 
School children under 14 on excursion $2 
Official Guide                  $50 plus Garden entry fees  
Coach tours  $5.00 pp, driver and tour operator free  
MPBG Member Group Membership –each visit, one free entry, 
other members visiting at the same time 10% discount 
Organised working parties—Free (by prior arrangement only) 
 
B - ACCOMMODATION   (Garden entry included) 
For bookings, contact  Caretakers 07 4665 6855 or 0497 215 226 
(May—October, advance bookings advisable) 
Members       10% discount. 
Tour organisers          Free 
Children                       under 6 free. 
Linen (if required)        $5 per person (bed linen, towels) 
Avochie  Cottage:   
1 night   -  2 people $80  -  each extra person $20/ night 
For above packages, a cleaning fee of $20 will be added if 
necessary 
The Quarters: Rooms 1—4   
(guests share kitchen and bathroom facilities) 
per room: 1 night  $30      
Room 5 : 1 or 2 persons $70  per night 
Cleaning NOT included in The Quarters packages,  
$20 fee added if necessary. 
 

C - TENTS and VANS  (Garden entry included) 
All powered sites: $25 per site for 2 people. Extra person $10/day  
Unpowered site $20 per site for 2 people.  Extra person $10/ day 
D - CATERING 
Meals available Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan ph 07 4665 6727  
 
E - GALLERY  HIRE 
Includes use of furniture, urn, power-points for equipment, fridge  
and Garden entry. Tea and coffee not provided. 
$100 first day, $25 each extra day  (includes cleaning) 
$20 per day for local non-profit community groups—please leave 
clean or pay $20 cleaning fee. 

******** 
Please discuss all arrangements when you book tours or 

accommodation.   On arrival,  please check in with the   
on-site caretaker. 

 
 Diesel and unleaded fuel are available at Surat  with card (PIN) 
and The Gums. Fuel sales at Meandarra are credit card (PIN) only. 

Garden closed for maintenance 20 Dec—20 Jan each year 

VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OTHER TIMES 

ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATION: 
(Linen is not included. Ask about our linen service when you book.) 
 

Avochie Cottage - (Right) 
Renovated 3 bedroom cottage with 
1 double and  2 twin rooms.  Bath/
shower and toilet.  Electric hot water 
system. Open fireplace in sitting 
room. Please bring firewood. New 
electric stove, microwave oven,  
crockery, cutlery, electric jug, fridge, 
frypan and toaster. Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied. 
Fans, air cooler, heater , basic furnishings. 
 

The Quarters: (Right)  
Renovated inside and out. Two 
verandahs, 4 small bedrooms (6 
single beds) 1 large bedroom  (1 
double bed + 1 single with A/C).  2 
bathrooms each with bath or 
shower, 2  toilets.  Electric hot 
water.  New electric stove, microwave oven, crockery and cutlery, 
fridge, electric jug, frypan and toaster.  Washing up and cleaning 
utensils supplied.  Fans, heater, basic furnishings. Open fireplace in 
living area.  Please bring your own 
wood or purchase from caretaker. 
 

Caravans/Tents: Connect to the 
power on-site and use toilet / shower 
facilities at the Gallery complex. 
Unpowered sites available. 
Fire pits  please bring firewood. 
 

 
For all bookings, phone caretakers on 07 4665 6855 or email. 
We ask you to leave the accommodation clean when you 

INFORMATION PAGE 

 

CONTACTS  

Office    07 4665 6705   0497 215 226 

Mandy Pearce           myallparkbotanic@gmail.com 

Caretakers          0497 215 226  

Kevin and Mandy  

Directors/Managers 

Sue Akeroyd  07 3349 8378  or 0415291225 

     akeroyd.sue@gmail.com 

Betty Salter    0428695298 Fax 07 4669 5219 

        glenfosslyn@bigpond.com 

Jane Seddon  seddonjane7@gmail.com 

     0419671185 

Joan Wilkinson  JoanLWilkinson@hotmail.com 

     0429783110 

Cassie Robinson cassrobinson96@gmail.com 

     0408558085 

 Myall Park Botanic Garden  
 

 FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM and-
WEB SITE 

Keep up to date with the latest news,  
workshops etc at 

 www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com 

Find us on 
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN   

Every purchase helps the Garden  

 

   No. Sub total 

 

A 

Fine China Collection— all dishwasher and microwave safe 
     SERVING/DINNER PLATE 275mm  

 
$25 

  

B      SMALL PLATES  155 mm     Robyn, Sandra or Merinda Gordon     

                                                      
$13.50 
 

  

C      RICE BOWLS   115mm  $13.50   

D      JUG       250ml, very fine and light 
$20   

E      DOROTHY GORDON MUG    300ml  stands 100mm              
$24 

  

F      THREE GREVILLEA MUG     300ml  stands 100mm                     
$24   

G      LATTE MUGS  black/white or maroon/white 
$15   

     Hessian GARDEN BAG with waterproof lining    
$12   

     Water Bottle with Myall Park Botanic Garden logo 
$12 

  

    Marcelle Stirling Gift Cards $3.50 each 

$12 set of 4 

  

 GREETING CARDS– featuring Dorothy Gordon  

botanical paintings  
$ 3.50  Single 

$ 22 Set of 8  

  

 Unframed WILDFLOWER PRINTS by Dorothy Gordon (20x30 cm)  

  
$ 4.50 each 

 

  

  

 BOOKS  and postcards—add prices from page 11 please  
  

 

    NAME ………………………………………………………………………………...… 

 

   ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………….… 

 

   …………………………………………….………………………………...……………. 

 Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd 

 Post to Box 22 Glenmorgan 4423 

OR  directly into our bank account: 

Commonwealth Bank, Dalby.  BSB 064-412  Acct Number 1000 1195 

Account Name:  Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd 

Reference (please include your name and “gift shop”) 

 

 

SUB TOTAL 
 

DISCOUNT  

SUB TOTAL .  
LESS DISCOUNT  

POSTAGE  

 

TOTAL ORDER 
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