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Thanks to the Dalby office of Ann Leahy, MP, Member for Warrego, for her support for our newsletter. 

 

 Office: Phone 0497 215 226  Email: myallparkbotanic@gmail.com    

 Post: PO Box 22, Glenmorgan, Qld 4423  

Website: www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com 

www.facebook.com/myallparkbotanicgarden 

DATES for your DIARY:  -   
White rock working Bee March 24th to 31st 

Members Working Bee April 16th to 30th 

Community Planting at End of  the Line in Glenmorgan Saturday 29th April 1 pm 

Spring Day Sunday 27th August 

A New Art Installation at the Garden 
Toward the end of 2022 Robyn Mulder and Brad Barrett, two enthusiastic members 

of our current team proposed a labyrinth. A site was found not far from the Gallery 

and car park.  Work began both on-site and off-site and continued through Summer. 

Labyrinths are intended to be meditative and so it is being created with that in mind 

and with relevance to aspects of the place, Myall Park Botanic Garden.  Labyrinths 

are generally fairly flat installations therefore most interest is generated by text,   

texture and/or colour. 

Although most of the input has been from Robyn and Brad, members of  local art 

groups were invited and have contributed a number of works.  Local schools have 

also contributed in conjunction 

with Robyn and Brad. 

Although the labyrinth is close to 

completion now, the designers 

feel that it is a site which invites 

further enhancement in the       

immediate area. It will be          

interesting to see what happens in 

the vicinity. 

This photo shows the labyrinth in 

the early stages.  Come and see it 

now! 

  
MYALL PARK  

BOTANIC GARDEN 

NEWSLETTER 

Vol 32 No 1 Autumn 2023 
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Rainfall Total for 2022   915 mm 

Average annual rainfall is 585.5mm 

 

Jan 2023 total is 78mm, right on the long term average for January 

On a trip to the Garden late in 2022, with 
a trailer laden with a new table for The 
Quarters kitchen, a detour was made to 
collect 150 brand new hardwood garden 
stakes from Michael von Pein.  These are 
used when a new plant is planted to hold 
the aluminium label detailing the species 
and genus of the plant, who grew the 
plant, when it was planted and which   
division it is planted in.  Michael cut all of 
the stakes and donated them.  They have 
all been coated with a termite resistant 
application and are ready to be painted 
green or red (rare or endangered) for the 
new plants.   

A Dorothy Gordon painting   

comes to the Gallery  

The Myall Park  community has many       
generous people and recently we were  gifted  
an original  Dorothy Gordon  painting. 

The painting belonged to Sue Mortlock who 
came to the Meandarra district from         
Woollongong during the 1950s with her     
husband Bob Mortlock.  They lived at Acacia, 
Meandarra and in 1962 moved to Billabong, 
Meandarra on the Condamine River. 

The watercolour, presumably painted in the 
late 1960s, depicts the Coolabahs and       
riparian plants which Dorothy loved.  In 2022 
Bill Mortlock, Sue and Bob’s son, donated this 
painting to the Myall Park Botanic Art Gallery. 

   Our thanks to Kate McKenzie, Bob’s cousin, 
for arranging delivery of this painting.                                         

New Garden Stakes  

Many people contacted us concerned 
that the recent bushfire at Myall Park 
was damaging the Garden.  The word 
‘MYALL’ is used many times all over the 
Western Downs and the fire was not 
near the Garden.  Thank you for your 
concern. 



Myall Park Botanic Garden Newsletter Vol. 32 No.1 

  Page 3 

 

CONTENTS 
 Diary Dates…………………........1 

 New Art Work in the Garden…...1  

 Rainfall records………………….2 

 Garden stakes……………………2 

 A DG painting…………………....2 

 Caretakers Corner..…...….….....3 

  

Generous donors…….……….....3 

Community Planting…………….3 

Acacia wardellii…....……….…...4 

Garden Glimpses…...…...….…..5 

Hakea chordophylla…….….…...6 

Ian Venables plaque…………....6 

Plumbing ……………………......7 

 

Another valued member…..…...7 

Members’ Working Bee……..…8 

Vale Len White………………….9 

Dangerous trees………..….…...9 

New Members. ….……....…….10 

Information page…….…..…….11 

Merchandise………………..12 & 13 

 

Caretakers  Corner  
Wow—can’t believe we have been here a 
year and we are still loving it.   

The big rains have gone and we have been 
missing all the storms that have been 
around lately.  

The Gardens are still thriving and we have 
lots of wildlife around. 

The frog population has exploded and they 
are absolutely everywhere at the moment. 

We both still enjoy looking after the       
Gardens and we look forward to what Myall 
Park will bring us next. 

Kevin and Mandy        image:Freepik.com 

Generous Donors 
The Townsville branch of     
Native Plants Qld recently    
donated $600 to the Garden 
and also gave one of their 
members a Life Membership to 
our Garden. 

Murray Rogasch donated a 
new table and six chairs for 
The Quarters kitchen. 

David and Theresa King have 
donated two small sofas which 
will be perfect in the Avochie 
lounge room. 

The Brownhall family, Alistair 
Silcock and Betty Richardson 
also made donations. 

 

We appreciate all donations, 
however small, as they help us 
to further improve the Garden 
and the facilities. 

THANK YOU ALL. 

 

A Community Planting at Glenmorgan 
Last year, as part of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, we joined with the 
school community in Glenmorgan to plant lots of colourful, bird attracting 
plants in the school grounds.  Students, staff, community members and    
volunteers from the Garden all enjoyed the event. 

The next community planting will be held on Saturday 29th April to beautify 
the End of the Line.  There will be a sausage sizzle lunch at 1 pm and      
everyone is encouraged to come and help with planting, mulching and      
watering the new garden.  The council have been very supportive and this 
new garden will brighten the area, encouraging more travellers to stop and 
spend time in the local area. 

 

Please come and join us. 
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  Looking across Loop road from the Acacia carpark, you might notice a group of young 
upright trees with white trunks. Nearby there is a large sign, much faded, that describes 
“Our Local Rare Wattles”. The white-trunked trees are Acacia wardellii and they have 
been planted as we refurbish the Acacia collection that fared badly during the last 
drought. 

Acacia wardellii is usually short-lived, germinating after disturbance, growing 
quickly to about 4 metres, before succumbing to borers or weather extremes. Few survive 
beyond five years, although a 1997 publication of the Chinchilla Field Naturalists Club  
reports “a spindly tree to 6 metres at Myall Park Botanic Gardens, Glenmorgan, with trunk 
to 15cms” which would indicate a much longer-lived individual.   

In November 2020, nine months after the drought broke, Carolyn and I searched 
in Chinchilla State Forest and were unable to find any mature A. wardellii  tree but saw a 
significant number of seedlings to 30cm predominantly in disturbed ground (in vehicle 
tracks, and beside the formed access roads) leading to Gas Well number 163. Twelve 
months later, some of those plants were more than 2 metres tall and had small panicles 
of soft yellow ball flowers.   
                Dave Gordon collected the first herbarium specimens of A. wardellii on 
23rd November 1953  and again on several other occasions up to 1968. However it wasn’t 
until 1970 that Dr Tindale from NSW formally described and named the plant for Mr V A 
Wardell, a prominent Newcastle businessman with a keen interest in plants, who drew his 
attention to it. 
                A. wardellii  has been declared Near Threatened under Queensland’s Nature 
Conservation Act. It is known only from three isolated populations: South of Roma, 
around Condamine State Forest, and at the Thomby Range near Surat. Each of these 
populations is within 100km of our Garden. Each of the three populations has a different 
phyllode form. The Condamine form leaves are unusually broad, while the Roma form 
phyllode is shorter than the other two. 
               Next time you visit the Garden, take the time to look at our progress at the    
Acacia divisions, which we’ve planted in 2020,2021 and 2022 so most of what you see 
will still be quite young. You will find that there are several plants of each of the Thomby 
Range and Condamine forms on opposite sides of a proposed path. We’ve also added a  
considerable number of other Protected Acacia species in that general area. 
Dick Harding 

  
 

OUR LOCAL RARE WATTLES  
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Unfortunately I have not been out 

to the Garden since late last year 

and so cannot photograph the 

wondrous sightings but with      

regular chats with the caretakers I 

learn of the proud brolga parents     

showing off their two young ones. 

 

  

Echidna has been spotted several 

times waddling sedately passed 

Terpersie to disappear under the 

seed room, or on a journey down 

hill towards the lagoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

AND something the caretakers are less        

enthusiastic about are the hundreds of 

frogs which gather to commune with one 

another in the toilet cisterns.  Kevin has 

removed more than 200 frogs from the 

cisterns but it is their favourite place to 

be!     Go figure! 

Garden Glimpses 
 

 

 

With fewer visitors the yakka 

skinks are out  and about   

enjoying the sun. 
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 After the wonderful flowering of the”bonsai tree” ( Hakea chordophylla) in Spring 
last year, we were able to place material bags on some of the seed pods in the 
hope that some seed can be collected and grown to plant, sell or give away. 

                                

 
   

Hakea chordophylla 

 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, 
Ian  Venables passed away on 16th  
August last year.  Money has been 
donated to the Garden by Ian Clarke,  
Wendy     Alexander and Meredith 
Scott-McMahon. 

A plaque has been made  which will 
be  erected in the Garden close to the 
Bird Hide as a memorial to Ian and a 
tree will be planted close to the 
plaque. 

Ian Venables plaque 
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For many years the old tank at Avochie has been leaking and is quite unsightly. 
Termite inspections always mention that the dampness attracts termites and so 
the tank has been emptied and the rain water from the gutter has been redirected.  
The tank should be removed but it is lined with concrete and quite difficult to 
move.  Any ideas??  What about a mural on the side?? 

With grant money from  Queensland Government Community Sustainability     
Action we have been able to purchase a new tank which will add to water storage 
for Terpersie, a portable pump and a new more efficient fridge to replace the old 
one behind the Gallery.   

The large plastic tank supplying water to Terpersie has had a hole in it for quite a 
few years now.  Several attempts have been made to repair it using various     
different methods.  Some repairs have lasted for several years but last year, when 
there was plenty of rain and the tank was close to full all year, the patch started 
leaking again.  Enquiries were made and yes, it was possible to weld a new patch 
on to an old tank.  A few days later we received a call “If you can empty the tank 
to a level below the patch, I will be there tomorrow”.  It was hard to see all of that 
precious water run away down the hill but the new patch is so professional and 
fortunately the tank refilled within a month or two. 

Thank You Chaise 

 

 

Plumbing  issues and problems solved 

 

A valued member 
John Perkins is another of our valued members who loves the    
Garden.  He is well into his eighth decade and can not visit the   
Garden often but he continues to contribute.  He purchases sheets 
of aluminium then cuts them into 100 x 75 mm (or whatever size is 
needed) to provide backing for our plastic plant labels.  These    
pieces then need to be filed on all edges and then riveted on to the       
aluminium stakes which he has cut from more aluminium sheets.                        
Another generous contributor.  Thank you John 
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 A flurry of working bees has been planned for 2023. 

The first has already happened as Brad and Robyn worked on the labyrinth in 
late February. 

The next will be held from March 24th to March 31st and will concentrate on 
loosening white rock from the quarry and spreading it where most needed on 
roads and trails.  More help would be appreciated, if available please contact 
Dick Harding at  dickh@bigpond.net.au 

 

Members working bee – April 16
th
 – 30

th
: this will be a combined bee with Noel   

Standfast and the Oxley Creek group from Corinda. 

During the first week the focus will be on maintenance. The plant hardening 
bays will be renovated and repainted, the doors of the sheds will be repaired 
and the new tank will be installed and connected at Terpersie.  Garden work 
still ongoing for those not so keen on maintenance. 

The following week will be focusing more on the garden work, usual garden       
maintenance, planting, labelling, and mulching and cutting up the dead trees 
(see page 9). In other words, something to suit all fitness levels  and interests.  
We hope to focus on Honeyeater this year.  

 

The End of the Line community planting will held on Saturday 29
th
 and this will      

complete the project commenced at Glenmorgan State School last August.   
Some preparatory work will be required in the week prior to the event although 
the local council staff are also supporting us. 

Contact: JoanLWilkinson@hotmail.com 

 

At some stage, preferably early in the year, we plan to add a cactus poisoning 
and removal bee, preferably when there are enough people to participate. 
Western Downs Regional Council has indicated their support as a follow-up to 
last year’s cactus  workshop at the Garden. 

SOWN members also have a working bee planned for May 26th to 29th. 

 

As usual, workplace health and safety standards must be followed by everyone 
and the Garden protocols observed at all times.  
It would be wise to book your preferred accommodation early. 
 
Joan Wilkinson, Living Collection Manager 

 

 Working Bees already planned for this year 

mailto:JoanLWilkinson@hotmail.com
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Vale Len White 

Len White trained as a mechanic in Brisbane but his sense of adventure saw him 
leave the trade and sign on as a jackaroo.  Eventually he returned to Brisbane and 
took up a supervisory role but whenever possible he set off in his Hi-lux to a bush 
camp somewhere.  He loved the Australian bush, especially the plants. 

As soon as he retired he began volunteering at Bulimba Creek Catchment Centre in 
Brisbane and bushcare sites near his home.  He quickly became the most       
knowledgeable person in the team as he knew all the names and families of the  
local plants and enjoyed helping others to gain knowledge.  He donated money to 
conservation projects, collected seed to propagate and  encouraged others to make 
a difference. 

When he was in his eighties, Len signed up to do a horticultural course through Kew 
Gardens.  He received a longed for certificate with commendations from his         
lecturers.  As mobility issues slowed him down he was determined to continue 
“doing his bit” and grew seedlings for Bulimba Creek and also for Myall Park, in his 
back yard.   Thank you Len for your contributions towards a greener world. 

Dangerous trees removed at last. 
The drought killed quite a few trees in the Garden and those hanging over the power 
lines were of great concern.  Removing these is not a task for volunteers but finding a 
company willing to travel to the Garden was not easy.  “Cut Above Tree Care” from   
Roma, agreed to come in August, then they moved the date to December, just prior to 
the Garden closing. 

Would they really come???    Yes, they found their way in to the Camp Ground and   
beyond and set to work.  The trees are now lying on the ground where it will be safe for 
our volunteers to cut them up to be used as garden edges, attractive garden furniture, 
reptile retreats or fire wood. 

 

A big Thank You to Cut Above Tree Care (Aust) 
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Current Directors  

Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd 
 

DIRECTORS 

Chairman              Sue Akeroyd     

Vice-Chairman       

Secretary                  Jane Seddon 

Treasurer       Betty Salter 

Other Directors        Joan Wilkinson  

      

Business Management:  Betty Salter  

Garden Experience: Sue Akeroyd 

Living Collection : Joan Wilkinson 

Company correspondence to:  

The Secretary,  

48 Raffles Street, Mt Gravatt Q 4122 

DONATIONS 

All donations of money and goods with a value 
of $2 and over are tax-deductible. 

Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden 
Gift Fund or direct deposit  CBA  

BSB 064 412   Acct 10204195 

Post to:  Mrs Betty Salter PO Box 11014, 
Centenary Heights Qld 4350 

Myall Park Botanic Garden Membership Application 
 

Please complete the details below and return (with cheque if applicable) to: 

Jane Seddon 

Secretary 

Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd 

48 Raffles Street, Mt Gravatt East, Qld 4122           or email to  myallparkbotanic@gmail.com 

 

Please indicate Membership type: 

( ) Individual $25 ( ) Family/couple  $40  ( ) Club/organisation  $40 ( ) Life  $400 

 

Name……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Second name if a couple…………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Club or organisation………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Email…………………………………………………………………Phone……………………… 

In making this application, I/We agree: 

To support the purposes of MPBG; and 

Understand that Members of MPBG are required as per our constitution Clause 4, to contribute an 
amount not more than $10 (the guarantee) to the property of the Company if the Company is 
wound up while the Member is a Member, or within 12 months after they stop being a Member, to 
pay for the debts of the Company (if any), and the costs of winding up. 

 

Signature/s………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Payment can be made by: 

Cheque payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd, or 

EFT Payments:  BSB 064-412  Account: 10001195 “your name” 

Included is a donation of $.............which is tax deductable (receipt will be sent to you) 

 We welcome new members.  

Why not introduce a friend or give a gift membership 

We really appreciate your  

Membership. 

If you need to renew, please fill in the form 
below, and we will update  

your  record 

mailto:myallparkbotanic@gmail.com
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MYALL PARK BOTANIC GARDEN FEES 2023 
 

A  -  GARDEN ENTRANCE FEES 
Garden and Gallery   $5.00 per person    
FRIENDS and under 14   FREE 
School children under 14 on excursion $2 
Official Guide                  $50 plus Garden entry fees  
Coach tours  $5.00 pp, driver and tour operator free  
MPBG Members Group Membership –each visit, one free entry, 
other members visiting at the same time 10% discount 
Organised working parties—Free (by prior arrangement only) 
 
B - ACCOMMODATION   (Garden entry included) 
For bookings, contact  Caretakers Ph  0497 215 226 
(May—October, advance bookings advisable) 
Friends Members       10% discount. 
Tour organisers          Free 
Children                       under 6 free. 
Linen (if required)        $5 per person (bed linen, towels) 
Avochie  Cottage:   
1 night   -  2 people $80  -  each extra person $20/ night 
For above packages, a cleaning fee of $20 will be added if 
necessary 
The Quarters: Rooms 1—4   
(guests share kitchen and bathroom facilities) 
per room: 1 night  $30      
Room 5 : 1 or 2 persons $70  per night 
Cleaning NOT included in The Quarters packages,  
$20 fee added if necessary. 
 

C - TENTS and VANS  (Garden entry included) 
All powered sites: $25 per site for 2 people. Extra person $10/day  
Unpowered site $20 per site for 2 people.  Extra person $10/ day 
D - CATERING 
Meals available Bottle Tree Inn, Glenmorgan ph 07 4665 6727  
 
E - GALLERY  HIRE 
Includes use of furniture, urn, power-points for equipment, fridge  
and Garden entry. Tea and coffee not provided. 
$100 first day, $25 each extra day  (includes cleaning) 
$20 per day for local non-profit community groups—please leave 
clean or pay $20 cleaning fee. 

******** 
Please discuss all arrangements when you book tours or 

accommodation.   On arrival,  please check in with the   
on-site caretaker. 

 
 Diesel and unleaded fuel are available at Surat  with card (PIN) 
and The Gums. Fuel sales at Meandarra are credit card (PIN) only. 

Garden closed for maintenance 20 Dec—20 Jan each year 

VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OTHER TIMES 

ABOUT OUR ACCOMMODATION: 
(Linen is not included. Ask about our linen service when you book.) 
 

Avochie Cottage - (Right) 
Renovated 3 bedroom cottage with 
1 double and  2 twin rooms.  Bath/
shower and toilet.  Electric hot water 
system. Open fireplace in sitting 
room. New electric stove, 
microwave oven,  crockery, cutlery, 
electric jug, fridge, frypan and 
toaster. Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied. Fans, air 
cooler, heater , basic furnishings. 
 

The Quarters: (Right)  
Renovated inside and out. Two 
verandahs, 5 small bedrooms (6 
single beds) 1 large bedroom  (1 
double bed + 1 single with A/C).  2 
bathrooms  with bath or shower, 2  
toilets.  Electric hot water.  New 
electric stove, microwave oven, crockery and cutlery, fridge, electric 
jug, frypan and toaster.  Washing up and cleaning utensils supplied.  
Fans, heater, basic furnishings. Open fireplace in living area.   
 

Caravans/Tents: Connect to the 
power on-site and use toilet / shower 
facilities at the Gallery complex. 
Unpowered sites available. 
Fire pits  available.  Please bring 
firewood or purchase from caretaker 
 

 
For all bookings, phone caretakers on 0497 215 226 or email 
myallparkbotanic@gmail.com 
We ask you to leave the accommodation clean when you 

INFORMATION PAGE 

 

CONTACTS  

Office    0497 215 226 

Mandy Pearce  myallparkbotanic@gmail.com 

Caretakers          0497 215 226  

Kevin and Mandy   

Directors/Managers 

Sue Akeroyd  07 3349 8378  or 0415291225 

     akeroyd.sue@gmail.com 

Betty Salter    0428695298 Fax 07 4669 5219 

        glenfosslyn@bigpond.com 

Jane Seddon  seddonjane7@gmail.com 

     0419671185 

Joan Wilkinson  JoanLWilkinson@hotmail.com 

     0429783110 

 

 Myall Park Botanic Garden  
 

 FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM and-
WEB SITE 

Keep up to date with the latest news,  
workshops etc at 

 www.myallparkbotanicgarden.com 

Find us on 
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ITEM AMOUNT NO SUBTOTAL 

1 Large plate 275 mm $25     

2 Small plate Robyn Gordon 155 mm $13.50     

3 Small plate Sandra Gordon 155 mm $13.50     

4 Small plate Merinda Gordon 155 mm $13.50     

5 Rice Bowl 115 mm $13.50     

6 Jug 250 ml very fine and light $20     

7 Dorothy Gordon Mug 300 ml stands 100 mm $24     

8 Three Grevillea Mug 300 ml stands 100 mm $24     

9 Latte Mug maroon and white $15     

10 Latte Mug black and white $15     

        

            GARDEN BAG hessian with waterproof lining             
and logo 

$12     

            Marcelle Stirling Gift Cards individual  card $3.50     

            Marcelle Stirling Gift Cards set of four $12     

            Dorothy Gordon Greeting Cards individual card $3.50     

            Dorothy Gordon Greeting Cards set of eight $24     

            Dorothy Gordon prints  210mm x 295mm $4.50     

            Dorothy Gordon prints  any 5 $20   

SCARVES    soft cotton       

            White background blue kingfisher $28     

            White background blue wren $28     

            White background golden wattle $28     

            White background red bottlebrush $28     

            White background red grevillea $28     

            Navy background golden wattle $28     

            Navy background red kangaroo paw $28     

                                                                    SUBTOTAL       

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  

ORDER FORM 

Fine china collection – all dishwasher and microwave safe. 
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YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Name……………………………………………………   

 

Email…………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Phone………………………………………… 

PAYMENT:  Cheques payable to Myall Park Botanic Garden Ltd 

PO Box 22 Glenmorgan  QLD 4423 

OR  Direct Deposit:  BSB 064-412  Acct  1000 1195  Ref your name & “gift shop” 

 

BOOKS AMT NO SUBTOTAL 

One Man’s Dream: David Gordon and Myall Park Botan-
ic Garden 2020 edition, a history of the garden 

$20     

Vision 2020 Glenmorgan Art Group 50 year history $30     

Brigalow Birds Myall Park Region $30     

Taste of the Outback Australian Native Food cookbook $12     

Woodland To Weeds by Dr Nita Lester $40     

Outback by Scott Bridle photography , helicopter pilot $65     

Australian Wildflower Paintings by Dorothy Gordon sec-
ond edition soft cover 

$50     

Australian Wildflower Paintings by Dorothy Gordon sec-
ond edition hard cover 

$90     

Australian Wildflower Paintings by Dorothy Gordon first 
edition, boxed and signed by Dave Gordon 

$150     

Collection Connection  Poems by Jock Douglas          
illustrated by Carol McCormack 

$20   

CHILDREN’S BOOKS      

For Sharp Eyes Only $7.50     

Pinpoint $7.50     

Collection Connection $20     

                                                                                      SUBTOTAL   

                                                                        Member discount 10%   

                                                                        SUBTOTAL less discount   

                                                                                      POSTAGE $20 

                                                                                      TOTAL OWING   

Soft cotton scarves 

  180mm  by  75mm 

ORDER FORM 


